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Welcome back and a Happy New Year! 

Happy 2019 to all our Rougemont families! It has been lovely to welcome back 

so many smiling faces to the Prep School and the following Blog gives you a little 

window into their first experiences of the new year! 

Year 4 have thrown themselves enthusiastically back into school life carrying out 

some independent research of a chosen river, in Geography. The children 

worked both individually and in pairs to complete their river fact files using the 

iPads or the brand new Google Chrome Suite to gather their facts.  
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Back to school, back to sport! Year 3 and 4 girls now embark on a season of 

Netball in their Games lessons. There are lots of skills to learn and positions are 

tricky, but they are all looking forward to the challenge! Fixtures will take place 

from the end of January through to April.  
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The boys are also rising to the challenge, as the excited faces show, just prior to 

their first lesson! As the weather is set to be quite chilly, it is also good to see 

the boys equipped for outdoor Games, with skin tops and bottoms and a set of 

shin guards for protection! 
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Year 5 have been getting to grips with Advertising - how do companies create 

snappy slogans to match a product?  
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As part of their Science studies, Year 6 pupils are studying temperature and 

learning to read thermometers in the lead up to investigating insulators and 

conductors. 

 

 

 

Our first assembly of the new year allowed us to celebrate the proud Infant 

recipients of our Preparatory School Learning Habits Awards. These recognise the 

children’s ability to demonstrate: resilience, risk-taking; originality; patience and 

empathy. Many congratulations to those who received their awards. 
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Mrs Mountford then led our assembly by sharing the story of two boys, Harry 

and Larry, who each chose a different approach to their daily routines. By 

encouraging a healthy approach, with sensible bedtimes and always striving to be 

his best self, Harry enjoyed happy days and the children all agreed that this would 

be their preferred choice too! 
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Year 3 are enjoying talking about diary entries in readiness for our English 

theme this week ... 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception are excited about their new topic, Toys! Our Creative Play Room has 

left winter behind and is now toy-themed. The children are having lots of fun 

making footprints with dinosaurs, digging for buried toys, exploring with magnets 

to find toys that are magnetic, developing their fine motor skills on our funky 

fingers and playdough tables and being part of a construction site team in our 

‘toys for building’ role play area.  
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It has been a very exciting start to the new term for the children and teachers 

in Year 2 as we are learning all about money in both Literacy and Maths, for the 

next couple of weeks. We were impressed with the children’s prior knowledge 

of the different value UK coins and notes. James was keen to point out that the 

size of the coin does not determine its value, but the amount written upon it 

does. In Maths, we have been adding and comparing amounts of UK value coins 

and notes and using this knowledge to complete reasoning questions and solve 

worded-problems. 

Mrs Vineall very kindly brought in a variety of currencies from different countries 

around the World for the children to look at, which prompted several of them 
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to bring into school their own coin collections. We also learnt a little about 

Louis Braille, thanks to Keaton, after discovering that there are braille dots on 

the new £20 note. 

We are looking forward to inviting a parent who works at The Royal Mint into 

school to give a presentation to the children. 
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Our Year 1 Science topic this term is Materials, and the children went on a 

material hunt to see what materials they could find in their environment. 
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I end with a little insight into our Nursery stars, who have settled back into 

their routine with ease. 
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And finally, we have some big birthdays in the Prep School this weekend, as 

Rocco and Mr Pritchard celebrate their special milestones. To give you a clue as 

to their ages, Rocco is exactly one quarter of Mr Pritchard’s age, or Mr Pritchard 

is 4x to Rocco’s x – thinking algebraically! We’ll let you work it out yourselves 

… happy birthday, boys! 

 

 


