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Setting Sail for a Wonderful Half-Term! 

 

As we embark on our exciting half term adventures, Year 5 set sail, aboard the 

SS Great Britain!  Brunel's ship is one of the most important historic designs in 

the world, when she was launched in 1843, she was called 'the greatest experiment 

since the Creation'. The children learnt how, by combining size, power and 

innovative technology, Brunel created a ship that changed history. His vision for 

the SS Great Britain made her the great-great-grandmother for all modern ships. 

A fabulous way to start the half-term! 
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Our little Nursery explorers have also been in action, investigating materials! 
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Beyond the classroom, Nursery have also continued their work with St David’s 

Hospice, this time introducing their new friends to some arts and crafts activities. 
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In Year 1 children have been exploring ways of making 10/20 using concrete aids 

in the form of ten frames. The children will then go on to using mental strategies.  
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4LW did a wonderful job of performing their class assembly all about The Tudors, 

this week. They started work on this at the start of the term, discussing what 

information they would like to share or act out about The Tudors. They also 

decided what part they would like to play and even wrote or gave ideas for some 

of their lines. They shared Tudor facts and scenes including Henry VIII, his wives 

and even Tudor crime and punishment, which has really taken their interest! 

Well done, Year 4!  
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Year 2 visited Cwmbran Library recently to celebrate National Storytelling Week. 

One of the librarians, Matthew, had the children eating out of his hand whilst he 

read two stories which were all about ‘love’. In the first story, the main 

character, Heddal, had a love of chocolate (let’s face it who doesn’t!). Heddal 

was granted three wishes, one of which he used to turn everything that he 

touched into chocolate, even his Mum and his dog! The second book was written 

by the significantly well-known children’s author David Walliams and featured 

children who had a love of pets. It centred around a little girl who brought her 

pet python Penelope into school; as you can imagine the Head Teacher was not 

best pleased! 

Two children who are members of the Library had brought their Library cards 

with them and so they were able to borrow a book…it took them a while to 

decide exactly which one they wanted as the Library holds a huge stock of 

children’s books, both fiction and non-fiction.   

 

 

 

Year 2 have also been focusing upon the important topic of Recycling during 

their Literacy lessons and have been busy designing posters which will be 

displayed around school in the near future. 
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‘Get Crafty’ Rougemont Rangers have been experimenting with colour whilst they 

have been painting their own compositions. 
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Year 5 and 6 children embraced the challenge set out by Newport Sports 

Development team at their recent annual Basketball Tournament. After 

receiving four weeks of coaching from BBC Wales Sports Personality Unsung 

Hero 2018, Asa Waite, pupils were well-equipped with the skills to compete 

against other schools. 

 

Both teams played seven matches, each demonstrating good team spirit and 

sportsmanship. A mixture of results brought some impressive wins, some very 

close losses and they managed to draw on two occasions. Rougemont pupils 

certainly enjoyed their introduction to the sport of Basketball, along with an 

invitation to be coached by Asa Waite in a local team in the future. He certainly 

is an inspiration to our younger generation of Basketball players. 
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Science studies are allowing Year 6 children the opportunity to learn about the 

fire triangle. To prove oxygen is needed, they carried out an experiment timing 

how long a candle burns in three different sized jars. 
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And finally, as we look to our forthcoming Eisteddfod and Pancake races, we 

reflect back on the climax to our half term – the House Quiz. Pitting their wits 

against one another in hotly-contested rounds, Gwynog were crowned the 

eventual winners! 
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