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Rougemont Round-Up

#rougemontready Issue 24

“During the Easter holidays, Rougemont’s EESW team won the 
award for the ‘Most Innovative or Adapted Design’ at the Big 
Bang fair in MOD St Athan. The team comprising Lauren (team 
leader) Lydia, Austeja, Ed, Laura and Ben worked tirelessly all 
year to fulfi l the brief given to them by Safran (formerly Zodiac 
Aerospace) and were well rewarded for all their efforts.

The team’s task was to design an entertainment system for 19 
hour fl ights for the business class suite. This is a big problem 
in the aerospace industry as there is a lack of activities to 
participate in on long haul fl ights. As a result of this, people 
are becoming bored and are not enjoying their journey. 

The team discussed a variety of different ideas and focused 
on thinking outside of the box to come up with something 
innovative and new. The main idea that they developed was 
Virtual Reality (VR) and they thought of ways in which it could 
be adapted to the room itself rather than just in the seat. They 
assessed all the factors they had been briefed with and decided 
upon a fi nal design for the project which consisted of VR star 
gazing and VR cycling.

After six months of meetings, discussion sessions, prototype 
building and presentation making the team were ready for the 
Big Bang fair. Due to a personal issue with my family the team 
needed to go to the fair on their own. A challenge they rose to 
with admirable maturity. 

One of the Safran company engineers later said ‘I wanted to 
email you to not only congratulate you on the team’s award, 
but to commend them on how they carried themselves 
throughout. Initial nerves were expected but they overcame 
them with support for each other and good team work.  

Whilst every term has its busy moments, the Summer one 
always seems exceptionally busy with the combination of 
academic exams, Sports Days, Activities Week, school trips, 
the Junior School production and the fi nal end of year Speech 
Days. For many of our pupils, it also marks the end of their 
journey with Rougemont School as they move onto the next 
stage in their academic journey.  We hope that you all enjoy 
(and survive!) the weeks ahead and we look forward to sharing 
with you, the experiences of the pupils, along the way.

EESW WINNERS

Congratulations to our new team of Senior Prefects 
who were appointed before the Easter break. Led 
by Head Boy and Head Girl, Joss and Angharad, 
we wish them the very best in their new roles.

WELCOME TO SUMMER TERM

Head Boy  Joss
Head Girl  Angharad

Deputy Head Boys Srijan  & Ben
Deputy Head Girls Lucy & Megan 
    
House Captains :  
Caradog  Megan, Monisha 
   & Tomos
Dyfrig    Adam, Lauren 
   & Jessica
Gwynog  Taylor, Lucy & Jessica

Music Captain     Millie
Eco Captain     Philippa 
Charity Captain    Austeja 
Sports Captains   Rizwan & Jai 

They displayed strong comprehension of the project 
and the subject matter during the presentation, 
handling the questions asked thoughtfully. The 
high quality of work was specifi cally remarked 
by the lead adjudicator. It should also be noted 
they were one of the only teams to be stood up 
during the day with phones away, creating a very 
professional image for Rougemont School.’

I am so very proud of the team and am grateful 
to them for their outstanding maturity and 
independence demonstrated throughout the 
project. I am very proud to be their teacher!”

Mrs Jane Goodwin

Rougemont Round-Up
Well done Dyfrig - 
announced today as 
the overall winners 

of the Senior 
House Cup!
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MARATHON MOMENTS

The London Mini Marathon  is held on the morning of the full London Marathon and 
teams from Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and the English regions compete, 
together with teams from the London Boroughs. The race is over the last 3 miles of 
the London Marathon course, ending on The Mall by Buckingham Palace. 
 
One of our Sixth Form pupils, James, was selected for this year’s Welsh team and 
finished in 9th place from a field of over 200 runners. On the basis of this he has 
been invited to attend an all-expenses paid training camp at St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham in the summer. We are very proud of him!

LONDON MARATHON SUCCESS

MARATHON RECORD ATTEMPT

It seems Marathon fever has hit Rougemont pupils, both past and present and this week we are delighted to 
share three inspirational stories with you.

We are also sharing the amazing story of one of our alumni, Alex Green, who has set 
himself the challenge of ‘12 in 12’ to raise money for O2e, a charity that  encourages 
and supports ordinary people to achieve extraordinary sporting and physical challenges. 
In doing so, O2e aims to raise substantial sums of money to support terminally ill and 
disabled children and their families.  

MARATHON EFFORT

Another of our Sixth Form pupils, Taylor, is taking part in Diabetes UK Cymru’s bid 
to break the record for the number of people with the condition to complete a half 
marathon together, by running in the event on Thursday, June 23.

We wish Taylor and the rest of the team all the best in their record attempt and we will 
let you know how they get on.

Here is some of his story from his Just Giving page, If you would like to donate towards this fantastic cause, then you 
can find Alex’s page at :

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/als12in12

“I count myself lucky that I can run a marathon distance therefore I feel I should use my ability to help raise money for 
those children who do not have mobility and rely on carers and foundations to give them the best possible life they 
are able to have.  

The challenge is to run and complete a marathon once a month throughout 2019 making a total of 12 marathons. The 
Marathons I have chosen to enter are as follows: Gloucester, Kent Phoenix Spring Series Marathon, Walton on Thames, 
Rome, Newport, Cheddar Gorge, Tenby, Isle of Man, New Forest,  Bournemouth, Cornwall,  Limewood Spa.
I feel tired already just writing the list!!!

The completed challenge will see me counting up a very sweaty 314 miles. That’s the distance from Cardiff to Newcastle! 
Every penny counts so please just give what you can!”

Alex Green



PREP PREPARING FOR NEW SPORTS
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Year 2 have certainly had a busy week, including a great day 
visiting and seeing some of the sights of Newport, which 
literally brought the learning completed in the classroom to 
life. Here, their teacher, Mrs Burridge shares their day with us....
 
“After passing Newport castle, Town Bridge, The Wave, The 
Riverfront Theatre and the new footbridge we made our way 
across the George Street Bridge to visit the Medieval Ship 
Museum on the eastern side of the city. Here the children saw 
replicas of the tools that would have been used to build the 
ship 550 years ago, hold some of the artefacts found on the 
ship together with several of the timbers and see a scale model 
of the ship which gave us an idea of how big it actually was. 
We were told about the process that the timbers have under 
gone during preservation and saw the start of the ship being 
rebuilt piece by piece. It is thought that this will take 5 years 
and then it will be placed in a purpose-built building for all to 
see. The museum on Estuary Road is open on both a Friday 
and a Saturday plus Bank Holiday Mondays.
 
From there we travelled a short distance to view ‘The Trannie’ 
as it is affectionately known. Unfortunately the motor which 
powers the trolley of the gondola is undergoing repair so we 
were not able to take a ride but the children were blown away 
seeing the bridge in front of them after seeing just pictures. If 
you fancy going ‘Over the top’ then this is still possible (the 
children were very keen to do this but the teachers less so!) as 
the steps and walkway is currently open from a Wednesday to a 
Sunday. After passing the old entrance to the Orb Steel works, 
the reason why the Transporter Bridge was built, we crossed 
the newest bridge in the city in order to visit the Visitor Centre 
on the west bank of the River Usk. 
 
By now we were feeling a little hungry and so were pleased 
that the weather stayed dry for us to enjoy a picnic and time 
in the outdoors at Tredegar House. All too soon it was time to 
return to school….but next Wednesday we are going to the 
LEGO Education Centre near Abertillery!”

SPORTING SUCCESS

Senior Chemistry Club enjoyed learning about 
fire-writing this week - all safely supervised by Mrs 
Langford.

FIRE-WRITING EXPERIMENTS

BRINGING LEARNING TO LIFE

Some sporting success stories have already been shared with us since we came back to School this term.

Congratulations to Gracie in Y10 who came 5th in the R & A Girls U16 Open Golf Championship last weekend. 
Staying with the girls, we’re also very proud of our Year 7A & Year 7B Hockey team who won the S.E. Wales 
Hockey league, our U14 Hockey Team who won the S.E Wales Hockey league and additional congratulations to 
Year 11 pupil, Anabel, who won the Discus and Shot at the recent S.E. Wales Athletics County Championships.

Meanwhile in Prep School, Year 2 got to learn about cricket this week, thanks to a great 
session with Sports Wales. Who knows what cricket stars we may see emerge in the 
future from these early experiences?



OUTDOOR LEARNING
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE WINNERS

Whilst we may not have quite entered 
into the warmer summer weather just 
yet, Reception pupils were also out and 
about this week enjoying some lessons 
and exploring the delights of nature in 
our outdoor classroom areas.

Hot off the press, is the news that our Young Enterprise Team, guided by Ms Owen, were very succesful in 
yesterday’s Newport & Monmouth final.

The team had a great day, met lots of business people who they had to wow with their business idea, and won 
2 awards as a team - the ‘Teamwork’ award and the ‘Best Trade Stand’ award. Amelia, also won a personal 
trophy for ‘Outstanding Individual Contribution’. 

If you would like to see the work they have been doing, they have created a website:

The Sports Basket  - https://thesportsbasket.wixsite.com/findyoursport 

Yes, as you will have already heard, the splurge 
guns are once again making an appearance in 
our new auditorium next month.

Pupils in the Junior Department are already 
busy rehearsing for what we are sure will be a 
fantastic show.

Held over two nights - 19th & 20th June, we 
will also be offering a pre-event dining menu 
for guests in our refectory on both nights. 
Details of the menu and how to book will be 
sent to parents next week and also included in 
next week’s newsletter.

We are also excited to share with you the news 
that we have now set up our own on-line ticket 
booking system which will allow you to choose 
and pay for your seats online. Once again, 
details will be sent to parents next week and 
the link to the ticket system activated at this 
point. 

We can’t promise it won’t be a messy event, 
but we can promise that the children will have 
lots of fun performing and we are confident 
you will all have a great time watching.

SAVE THE DATE - THE SPLURGE GUNS ARE BACK!
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Whilst the end of term may seem a while away, we 
wanted to ask you to save the date in your diaries, to 
join us at the fi rst Rougemont Garden Party.

SAVE THE DATE

Rougemont Garden Party
Date: 29 June 2019

Time: 2-6PM

Everyone welcome

Taking place in the grounds next to the new auditorium and Llantarnam Hall, the event will 
include a wide variety of food and drink stalls, a children’s entertainment zone along with musical 
entertainment through the afternoon. Full details of the event will be shared in the coming weeks.

#rougemontready Issue 24
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NOTICE OF THE PTA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 
You are invited to our forthcoming PTA AGM. 
 
 

 
Date:  

 
Thursday, 13 June 2019 

 
Time:  

 
4pm 

 
Place:  

 
Conference Room 

 
 
We hope that you will be able to join us as we reflect over our 
activities of the last year. 
 
The AGM is also the occasion at which the Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer are elected and now is a good time for you to consider 
whether you may have a role to play in the essential, interesting 
and rewarding work that our PTA carries out. 
 
Should you have any questions in the meantime. please feel free to 
email me on Jackie.williams@rsch.co.uk. 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

DATE TIME YEAR GROUP EVENT LOCATION
Mon 06/05/2019 ALL DAY BANK HOLIDAY
Tues 07/05/2019 08:50 16:00 Year 9 & 11 French GCSE Oral Exams LRC

13:30 14:00 Senior School Pupil Council Meeting Conference Room
14:00 16:00 Year 7 A & B Rounders v St John's Home

Wed 08/05/2019 08:50 16:00 Year 2 Trip to Lego Eden Centre Abertillery
08:50 16:00 Year 9 & 11 French GCSE Oral Exams LRC
09:00 11:00 Year 13 Chemistry Practical Exam Lab
12:30 16:00 Year 7 & 8 Tennis v Crickhowell & Caerleon Home
14:05 15:00 Year 9JJ Police Liaison Talk Classroom
16:00 17:15 Juniors Bugsy Malone Rehearsals Auditorium

Thurs 09/05/2019 10:00 10:55 Year 9KH Police Liaison Talk Classroom
12:15 13:05 Year 9KE Police Liaison Talk Classroom
14:00 15:45 Year 10 A & B Rounders v St John's & Howells St John's

Fri 10/05/2019 09:00 11:00 Year 13 Chemistry Exam Small Function 
Room

12:35 13:15 Year 11 Leaver's Lunch
14:00 16:00 Year 2-6 Grow a £1 Market Day

Sat 11/05/2019 09:00 21:00 Year 12 Drama Trip to 'Comedy of Errors' Globe Theatre, 
London

PARENT SURVEY UPDATE

Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the recent 
Parent Survey.

We had over 230 responses 
and are currently collating 
them ready to feedback to 
you in the very near future, 
with meeting dates to discuss 
the outcomes also being 
announced.


