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Autumn term 2020 

Last term the whole School community worked together to ensure the School remained COVID-secure1 and that 
Rougemont’s high standards of educational provision and engagement were successfully maintained. However, this 
was managed within the context of changing levels of infection in the wider community, leading inevitably to 
increasing incidences of infection and self-isolation within our community, and finally, in December, to a return to 
exclusively-online learning. 
 

Spring term 2021 (January) 

Due to the rapid increase in infection rates and levels of infection across Wales the Welsh Government has closed 
schools to most pupils. Consequently, at Rougemont most pupils are being taught online, and only Nursery, key 
worker and vulnerable pupils are taught on site. 

There has been a shift in focus from COVID-security within schools to their role in virus transmission in the wider 
community. Based on current scientific evidence and analysis, and in the context of the properties and prevalence of 
the new variant of SARS-CoV-2 (VUI – 202012/012), the Welsh Technical Advisory Group (TAG)3 have advised the 
following - 
o The R value4 would be lower with schools closed, not because of an increased risk of transmission within 

schools, but because closing schools significantly reduces social mixing amongst adults, and amongst children, 
outside the school environment.  

o The public health measures and lockdown restrictions currently in force in Wales would be insufficient to 
maintain R below 1 if schools remained open. 

o Therefore, schools should remain closed to all but key worker and vulnerable pupils, even though schools may, 
themselves, be COVID-secure environments5. 

Meanwhile, at Rougemont we continue to follow our COVID-19 risk management process, assimilating changes in 
government guidelines and modifying our control measures, as appropriate. These include increasing stringency re. 
social distancing, face mask wearing and cleaning protocols. We are also working to improve key aspects of the risk 
management process, including communicating with staff, pupils and parents, and monitoring compliance with our 
control measures. 
 

Future prospects 

1. The Welsh Government will review current restrictions on 29th January. At that point, unless the rates of 
community transmission in Wales have reduced significantly, most pupils will continue working remotely until 
the February half term6. 

2. The Welsh Government’s Technical Advisory Cell (TAC) of which TAG is part, advise that3 – 
o within schools, more robust control measures are required, including smaller class (bubble) sizes and 

inspections for compliance, but also that  
o measures within schools need to be accompanied by clearer messaging of, and adherence to, Tier 4 

restrictions across the wider community. 

3. We face a number of challenges, including - 
o determining the School’s engagement with the Welsh coronavirus asymptomatic testing programme for 

schools and colleges; 



o managing arising issues such as ‘long covid’; and 
o adapting to the consequences of the roll-out of the vaccination programme. 

 
 
1 The School is deemed to be COVID-secure if, after implementation of control measures (derived from a risk 
assessment process that takes into account government guidelines within our School context) both of the following 
are true – 

a. the residual risk of virus transmission (and concomitant risk to health) for the School community has been 
reduced to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP); and 

b. the residual risk is judged tolerable. 
 
2COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2): information about the new virus variant 
 
3 Technical Advisory Group: variant of concern and education in Wales 
 
4 The R number and growth rate in the UK 
 
5 ‘The pattern of confirmed cases and clusters of cases associated with schools in Wales reported by PHW [Public 
Health Wales] during the autumn term did not indicate a large proportion of transmission associated with schools.’ 
(Technical Advisory Group: variant of concern and education in Wales, p.8)  
 
6Schools: coronavirus guidance 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-sars-cov-2-information-about-the-new-virus-variant
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-variant-concern-and-education-wales
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-number-in-the-uk
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-variant-concern-and-education-wales
https://gov.wales/schools-coronavirus-guidance

