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Spring Term (Jan-Feb) 

 The School remained closed to most pupils 
o In January, rates and levels of SARS-CoV-2 infection across Wales were increasing, as were concerns about 

the properties and prevalence of the ‘new variant’ of the virus first identified in Kent (VOC202012/01). 
o Although there is no evidence to suggest widespread virus transmission within the regulated classroom 

environment, schools do raise virus transmission in the wider community; how remains unclear. 
o At the start of term, therefore, the School remained closed to most pupils and many staff remained 

working from home or on furlough. 
o Which year groups attended School was determined by balancing infection risk for different pupil age 

groups with the relative costs and benefits of face-to-face and online educational provision that they 
experience. 

o No SARS-CoV-2 infections were identified within the School community working or learning on site during 
this period.  

 Educational provision  
o Excellent education provision has been maintained across all our year groups, including a full timetable of 

online teaching for those pupils remaining at home - an incredible challenge that everyone has had a 
major input towards supporting and delivering.   

o Many staff have combined online teaching with supporting key worker and vulnerable pupils learning 
on site. 

o The usual programme of House competitions, staff meetings, Parents and Options evenings has 
continued, albeit online. 

o Staff have been impressed by the efforts, commitment to and quality of the work of pupils being taught 
online, aided by parental cooperation and support. 

o Full participation in the School’s online platform is encouraged, as transition back into the classroom can 
be managed much more calmly and efficiently if pupils have been consistently accessing their lessons and 
understanding the work that has been covered.  

o Pupil attendance at regular assemblies and pastoral time is seen as vital in keeping current with 
information, as well as to avoid isolation.  

 Supporting staff and pupil wellbeing 
o Pupils and staff have shown admirable adaptability and resilience throughout these challenging times. 
o The School is acutely aware that the intensity of full-time remote learning, in particular, is very demanding 

on pupils during this critical stage in their young lives.  
o Staff are very much on hand to reassure, advise and support, and pupils are encouraged to message their 

teachers with any questions, or just to talk. 
o Adjustments are being made to tailor to the needs of different year groups. For example, afternoon ‘check 

ins’ when the timetabled teacher is ‘live’ to round off the day, ensuring that pupils have managed the 
day’s lessons without major concerns, or pupils having the opportunity to switch off their screens on 
Wednesday afternoons and work ‘offline’ to catch up any missing work, or to take some well-deserved 
‘time out’. 



o A Senior Management Team-led Staff and Pupil Wellbeing working group has been established to ensure 
that embedding wellbeing within the Schools’ ethos is supported by a proactive framework of consultation 
and allocation of resources. 

 

Spring Term (Feb-Mar) 

 Justification for the return to full-time face-to-face learning for all Infant school pupils 
o Recognising the vital role of education, the Welsh Government has responded to improving 

epidemiological data (and progress in the vaccination programme) by phasing in face-to-face learning in 
schools ahead of relaxing other covid restrictions. 

o Infant school pupils were prioritised as they are generally less able to undertake self-directed home 
learning and because virus transmission rates in this age group are relatively low. 

o However, due to the increasing prevalence of VOC202012/01 the detrimental impact of loosening 
restrictions may be greater than in 2020.  

o Despite current restrictions, this is now the dominant variant in Wales. How much more transmissible it is 
remains uncertain, but it is likely to be associated with increased risk of hospitalisation and death. 

o A phased and gradual reopening of schools for more face-to-face learning should increase rates of 
transmission less swiftly than a full return, allowing decreasing pressure on NHS services to continue. 

 The Schools’ role in minimising community transmission 
o Welsh Government restrictions for alert level 4 must continue to be rigorously applied to keep infection 

rates falling.  
o Parents are reminded not to mix on or around the School premises, and that Year group ‘bubbles’ only 

apply in school.  
o Infections identified in school settings are usually associated with small social/friendship groupings 

maintained both inside and outside school. Therefore, outside of school it remains important that pupils, 
staff and their families continue to stay at home as much as possible and limit their contact with others. 

 Control measures in School 
o Analysis of epidemiological data from cases in schools shows that, in 2020, infection prevention measures 

were effective in reducing transmission amongst pupils and staff. 
o Consistent and robust application of these control measures (particularly frequent hand washing and 

social distancing) by staff, pupils, parents, and visitors remains essential, and will be supported by a new 
School system for encouraging and monitoring compliance. 

o In response to increasing prevalence of the more transmissible new variant, control measures have been 
reviewed to consider how they could be strengthened. 

o As part of our ongoing policies and procedures review programme, pandemic-related changes to these are 
being identified and communicated via temporary covid addendums. 

o The School is being supplied with Lateral Flow Devices (LFDs), enabling staff working on site to take a 
coronavirus test at home twice weekly. Without requiring laboratory processing, LFDs quickly identify 
infected but asymptomatic individuals so that they can self-isolate. Testing is voluntary, but those who are 
eligible are strongly encouraged to participate to further reduce the risk of transmission within the School. 

 Future prospects for onsite learning 
o Following the Welsh Governments three weekly review on 8 March, and as community transmission rates 

have continued to fall, more year groups are returning to face-to-face learning from 15 March. 
o All remaining primary school pupils are returning, full-time. 
o Older pupils who are studying for GCSEs and A-Levels have also been prioritised, recognising that the 

outcomes of their studies during the pandemic will have significant implications for their life chances. 
o The virus behaves the same way in secondary school pupils as in adults, so to mitigate the increased risk of 

transmission associated with this group they may not necessarily return to full-time learning onsite. If so, 
the School will ensure that they benefit from substantial face-to-face contact. 

o The Welsh Government is also extending the offer of home LFD testing at home to returning secondary 
school pupils. 

o Data generated by this testing system will be used to assess control measure effectiveness, to generate a 
clearer picture of school-associated transmission, and to provide reassurance to the wider community. 

 
 
 



 Risks and contingencies 
o Increasing numbers of members of School community are becoming eligible for vaccination against 

coronavirus and, in the future, the vaccination programme may be extended to pupils.  
o The health impacts of this programme will be monitored carefully and it is likely that the slow and 

incremental relaxation of covid restrictions will continue, enabling Government agencies to assess the 
effects and swiftly re-impose restrictions if infection rates increase. 

o Keeping infection rates low is the best way to reduce the likelihood of new variants emerging. However, 
additional Variants of Concern have been identified in recent weeks, which may bring further uncertainty 
and risk, in particular of reducing the effectiveness of the vaccination programme.   

o Potential longer-term health impacts associated with COVID-19, including ‘long-COVID’, will also be taken 
into account when relaxing measures.  

o We hope to welcome all primary and secondary pupils back to onsite learning after the Easter break (12 
April) although the current high level of uncertainty means that there is a possibility that periods of face-
to-face or blended learning may need to alternate for some time with periods of remote learning. 
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