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Introduction 
 
This booklet has been written for pupils 
currently in Year 9, in order to help them 
choose which subjects they would like to 
study for GCSE.  During the last three years, 
you have had a very full and varied 
programme of subjects to study. 
 

Why are there GCSE options? 
 
The simple reason is that there are too many 
subjects for anyone to take them all at GCSE.  
Up until now you have been studying around 
16 different subjects in order to give you a 
good foundation.  If you are to succeed at 
GCSE you need to spend more time on each 
subject you take, which means that it is 
impossible to carry on studying all of the 
subjects you have studied up to now.  You 
must reduce the number of subjects you study 
so that you can reach the best possible level in 
the subjects you choose. 
 

Are there any compulsory 
subjects? 
 
The answer is yes.  All pupils must study 
English and Mathematics because they are 
essential tools for all higher education, as 
indeed they are for virtually every career path.  
In studying English, you will in fact sit two 
GCSE exams, one for English Language and the 
other for English Literature. In Mathematics 
there are also two GCSE exams, Mathematics 
and Mathematics (Numeracy). 
It is also important that in your option 
choices you include at least one science, one 
modern language and one humanities subject 
in order to give a sensible balance. 

 
If you know what you would like your future 
career to be, you should also bear this in mind.  
For example, you should keep up chemistry if 
you want to go into any medical or biology-
based job such as the food industry, working 
with animals or dietetics.  Further advice on 
the choice of subjects is given throughout this 
booklet. 
 

How does the Option System 
work at Rougemont? 
 
You have to choose 6 option subjects for GCSE.   
The subjects you may choose from are Art, 
Biology, Business, Chemistry, Design and 
Technology, Drama, French, Geography, 
History, Computing, Music, Physical Education, 
Physics, Religious Studies and Spanish.  As 
mentioned above, you should try to choose at 
least one foreign language, one science and 
one humanities subject. 
 
Unfortunately, it is impossible for every single 
person to study their ideal combination of six 
subjects.  Your choice of GCSE subjects must fit 
into the option scheme.  The scheme has been 
devised to allow as many as possible to follow 
their desired combination of subjects, and 
gives a wide flexibility of choice.  You will be 
asked to indicate your chosen combination of 
subjects and members of staff will be very 
happy to help you decide the right 
combination of subjects for your own 
situation. 

 
Mr. R Carnevale, Headmaster 

March 2021
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Years 10 and 11 
 
What changes will there be? 
 
Entering Year 10 does not mean new teachers or 
new uniform, but it does herald some subtle and 
important changes.  There will be a change of 
emphasis from being a member of a class to being 
an individual within the school community.  
 
Some changes will be immediate, others will occur 
over weeks and even months.  In September you will 
study subjects you have chosen.  This will mean less 
variety than in Year 9 but greater depth in each of 
your chosen options. There will also be more variety 
in each of these subjects: some will require you to 
undertake practical assignments, others longer 
written pieces of coursework, fieldwork, projects, 
etc. There will be a greater flexibility with 
homework, and you will have the responsibility of 
having to meet a variety of deadlines for submitting 
work. This is particularly true of coursework, where 
you will have different deadlines for each subject.  
 
Perhaps for the first time, your choice of subjects 
has focused your attention on the future.  What are 
your career aspirations?  Are your academic goals 
going to reach beyond GCSE?  These two years will 
lead up to your first full set of public examinations 
and therefore qualifications for the real world. We 
hope GCSE will be the first stage in a progression 
towards some form of higher education for most of 
you.  

Will there be new opportunities?    
 
There will be new privileges, responsibilities and 
opportunities. You will have the chance to take part 
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. This, 
through its programme of activities, will give you the 
opportunity to learn about first aid, charity work, 
new hobbies and skills, map work and, of course, the 
experience of expeditions.  At the end of Year 11 you 
will take part in the work experience programme. 
 
There is no doubt that these two years will bring 
changes in your social life, personal relationships 
and a greater awareness of the opportunities of the 
real world.  You will have to learn to create the 
correct balance between extra-curricular activities, 
study and social activities.  
 
We hope that the opportunities that exist in the 
school will give you, through greater individual 
responsibility, the chance to develop a wide variety 
of skills, experiences and interests that will be 
beneficial to you in the years to come.  
 
  

Ms. P Rogers, Assistant Head (Academic) 
Mr. A Rees, Head of Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11) 
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How to Choose Your Option Subjects 
 
Life would be easier if choices were fewer. There was a time when school examination subjects at 16 were the 
same for everyone. No choice – take it or leave it (and nearly everybody took it).  It made for a simpler school life, 
but such a system is hardly appropriate as you prepare yourself for today.  
 

Why choose your GCSEs? 

 The curriculum studied to the end of Y9 has 
been fairly broad.  Pupils have had a “taste” of a 
wide range of subjects.  Now as you move into 
Y10 it is time to begin the process of 
specialisation.  Subjects will become more 
demanding and often more interesting as you 
begin to study them in depth.  Clearly there is 
not enough time on the timetable to do this for 
all the subjects you take now. Therefore, a 
choice has to be made. 

 Secondly, it is not just the curriculum which is 
different.  You are growing up, and in the 
process will be sorting yourself out.  Up to the 
age of 14, most young people will have been 
studying the same subjects.  This is important 
because it is essential to have a good common 
background of experience out of which to make 
a choice.  By 14, however, you are each 
beginning to show your differences.  The 
scientifically minded will want more science.  
The modern linguists will want to spend time on 
two languages and may prefer to spend less 
time on other things.  There are serious dangers 
from specialising too early if you take this too 
far, but common sense suggests that if you have 
individual skills and talents, they need more 
time, study and resources to be developed 
further.  No-one can be brilliant at everything.  
So there has to be choice. 

 Thirdly, careers needs are looming on the 
horizon.  The question “What subjects will I need 
for my career?” begins to be a pressing one, and 
has to be taken seriously, even if crystal balls are 
hard to come by.  Some courses, careers and 
professional bodies demand competence in 
certain subjects which they (not necessarily you 
at this time) regard as basic.  So now is the time 
to include them.  The sensible 14-year-old tries 
to make sure he or she is guarded against 
subject demand which may occur over the next 
few years.  But there are too many around to 
achieve this for every possible career.  So there 
has to be choice. 

Achieving a compromise 
 
The art of choice for GCSEs therefore is a subtle 
process which requires a carefully planned approach 
– a blending of what is available, of what is liked, 
recommended and required.  Like most other 
decision-making processes, the task is to achieve a 
compromise.  
 

 Take first the like-it factor.  Hopefully you like all 
the subjects you are presently taking at school.  
Realistically you probably don’t.  Preferences 
tend to be teacher-dependent and success 
conditioned.  You therefore have to be careful.  
If you are keen on, say geography, ask yourself 
“Why am I keen on it?”  If it is just because you 
like your geography teacher, this could be a poor 
reason for including it in your GCSE subjects, 
because it is more than possible you would have 
a different member of staff next year.  If it is 
because geography is one of your successful 
subjects and you wish to continue with it 
because you can cope very competently with its 
demands, this is a positive indicator.  Ask 
yourself the reason for subject popularity (or the 
reverse) in each case.  Is it the field work, or the 
experiments, or the participation, or the verbal 
or visual involvement which boosts the 
satisfaction rating?  Know what you like and why 
you like it.  Then go for it! 

 

 Good at may seem the same thing stated 
differently.  But it is not.  We are not always 
good at the things we like and sometimes we do 
not like the things we are good at.  Over-
emphasizing this factor can be dangerous.  A 
student who is good at science may believe it to 
be right to concentrate on all the major science 
areas separately (physics, chemistry and biology) 
and have insufficient room for a wide range of 
other subjects.  The good all-rounder has a 
particular problem with this factor – which ones 
to drop?  Some subjects can be left out from 14 
to 16 and resumed later.   
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 Perhaps recommended could be considered as 
really important.  Certainly there are advantages 
to listening to advice.  Your parents will have 
views and what they say should be taken into 
account.  They will know you better than you 
know yourself!  Your teachers could be more 
objective than you, and they have the great 
advantage of being able to look both back and 
forward.  The staff who teach you will know your 
strengths and weaknesses, how you cope under 
stress, what should be a reasonable load, how 
well you are likely to perform on coursework.  
They will base their advice on how well you have 
performed in the past and on their experience of 
how others like you have done.  But useful as 
their advice is, yours is the ultimate decision.  
 

 Finally, there is what is needed for a career. This 
sounds easy but is, in fact, difficult. It would 
appear logical that all that is necessary is to look 
up the career, note the subjects required and 
make sure you include them. If you do just this, 
you will be making a big mistake since you will 
be treating career choice as an event instead of 
a process. Your final decision will be a blend of 
many experiences – an interaction of 
qualifications, opportunities and changing 
personality. 

 
The supposed ‘correct’ decision taken at 14 may not be 
appropriate in a few years’ time.  Unless you get it as 
right as you can, you may be closing doors you may 
regret shutting.  Nonetheless you should take notice of 
the careers areas which have particular requirements 
just in case you could be interested in them.  

 

 Building technologists and engineers need 

Physics. 

 Anyone working in the food industry needs 
Chemistry. 

 Sciences are critical for anyone considering 
medicine, dental surgery or veterinary science. 

 Intending teachers must have English, 
Mathematics and a science. 

 Science is important for nursing.  

 
The moral is to consider the broad career you are 
interested in and ensure you include any specific 
required subjects. 

 

Securing a balance 

 
How do you blend all these factors? The best way is to 
secure a BALANCE.  That way you will have fitted 
yourself for as many careers as you can reasonably 
prepare for.  In it will be: 
 
ENGLISH – at Rougemont you will take both English Language 
and English Literature. 

MATHEMATICS – all pupils study Mathematics and 
Mathematics Numeracy. 

SCIENCE – you can choose one or more from Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology. 

A HUMANITY – you will be able to choose one or more from 
History, Geography, Religious Studies, or Business. 

A LANGUAGE – you may choose either French or Spanish or 
both. 

A CREATIVE SUBJECT – Art, Drama and DT are possible 
options or Music and Computing give a further option. 
 

A broadly based curriculum like this is likely to provide a 
satisfying course and a useful foundation for later 
qualifications. The future may lie in any direction – so 
flexibility is all.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 This section is an adaptation of an information sheet entitled Guidelines – Options 13/14+, published by the 
‘‘INSPIRING FUTURES’’ Careers Information Service. 
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Careers Education and Guidance 
 

It is essential that students consider how the choices that they make in school will affect 
their future career opportunities.  This is why Rougemont Careers Education and 
Guidance (CEG) programme is designed to enable each individual student to have a clear 
understanding of the academic qualifications and personal qualities required to pursue 
their chosen career paths. 

Careers education begins in Year 7 and continues 
through to Year 13.  CEG is coordinated by the Careers 
Advisor, Mr. Hardwick, and is delivered by a combination 
of Form Tutors, Senior Tutors and External Speakers. 
Staff are committed to providing detailed guidance on 
subject choices at GCSE and A level as well as giving 
comprehensive support during the application process 
to university.   

Year 10 and 11 

During PSE lessons in Year 10, students continue to 
develop ideas about their future careers and start to 
produce their own action plan using the Morrisby 
careers programme. 

In addition to the careers help and advice given to all 
pupils in Years 10 and 11, there are talks in which 
external speakers from a wide range of professions and 
backgrounds give information and advice to pupils. 

At the beginning of Year 11 students carry out a 
detailed profiling exercise with the Morrisby careers 
organisation, which gives them detailed interactive 
careers guidance. This starts with a series of 
profiling activities involving a series of timed 
assessments and questionnaires. An individual 
profile is then produced which identifies their 
strengths, careers to which they would be best 
suited and suggests future pathways into these 
careers.  

This detailed information will be discussed in an 
individual interview and is available to view in the 
student’s Morrisby portal. 

Students can continue to use the Morrisby portal 
throughout their time at school to help them 
chooses A level subjects, University courses and to 
map out pathways to future careers. 

All Year 11 students are given the opportunity to 
participate in work experience for 1 or 2 weeks in 
the period following their GCSE examinations.  
Work experience is a valuable introduction to the 
world of work and gives students an opportunity to 
explore life whilst working in a chosen career. As 
well as giving a useful insight, it can be of great 
benefit to future college and job applications.  
Students choose placements in the area of work in 
which they are interested and are considering a 
future career.   

Finding the right placement, completing the 
application and carrying out Health and Safety 
checks is a lengthy process and so students are 
asked to start the process as early as possible 
during the new year, following a talk given by Mr. 
Hardwick.  

Unfortunately, due to current Covid restrictions, 
this part of CEG has been temporarily postponed.

 

Careers Education Guidance Overview 

Year 7 and 8 
PHSE  

 

Year 9 
Careers Fair (Feb) 

Options Evening (Mar) 
Morrisby sign-up (Mar) 

 

Years 10 and 11 
Morrisby Profiling (Sep onwards) 

PSHE - Career Based Talks  
Personal interviews (Jan onwards) 

Careers Fair (Feb) 
Work Experience (Jun) 

 

Year 12 
Careers Fair (Feb) 
Young Enterprise 
Young Engineers 

 
Year 13 

UCAS guidance and applications 
Mock Interviews 

University Open Days 
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Art and Design (Fine Art) 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Art and Design for 
GCSE? 

Art and Design is both a form of communication and a 
means of expression of ideas and feelings. It is a language 
that can complement literary, mathematical, scientific 
and factually based subjects. It is especially concerned 
with the development processes involved in visual 
perception and aesthetic experiences. Art and Design 
encourages creativity through self-expression, use of the 
imagination, conceptual thinking, and powers of 
observation, analytical abilities, practical and transferable 
skills. The subject can also give great personal joy. 

Who should study GCSE Art and Design? 

The subject is intended to meet the needs of the 
following types of candidate: 

 Those who have a genuine interest in, enjoyment and 
aptitude for the subject. 

 Those who wish to gain a further AS/A level in the 
subject. 

 Those whose studies or future careers may need a 
background in Art and Design. 

Students who select this course should have an aptitude for 
art and design and a genuine interest in the subject. Success in 
art and design is underpinned by the ability to draw well from 
direct observation and be able to maintain sustained 
independent study both at school and at home. The subject 
makes demands on a pupil’s self-discipline and they are 
expected to carry out a great deal of personal research in 
order to develop their coursework to the required standard.  
The programme of observational drawing during Year 9 can be 
used as an accurate measure of the pupil’s aptitude and if a 
pupil is unsure of their drawing ability they should seek advice 
from their subject teacher before they decide to opt for the 
subject.  

What will I do during my GCSE Art and 
Design course?      

The course aims to encourage visual and aesthetic 
awareness through practical skills. Pupils will be required to: 

 show a personal response to a chosen theme; 

 record from direct observation; 

 work independently; 

 analyse, select, research and communicate relevant 
information; 

 develop intuitive and imaginative abilities; 

 show that they are aware of cultural, historical and 
environmental influences; 

 acquire and use the appropriate technical skills in 
order to communicate well; 

 be able to identify and solve problems through a 
design process 

Candidates would require such abilities to succeed in the 
wider world, for careers in art are often commercially-
based and therefore competitive. 

How will GCSE Art and Design be taught 
and examined? 

The WJEC GCSE Art and Design course (fine art) is conceived 
as a two-year linear qualification and comprises of two units.  

Unit 1: Portfolio 
This unit comprises of a major practical portfolio and 
outcomes are based on internally set themes. Work within the 
portfolio will be broadly based and will accommodate a wide 
range of materials and processes. The themes and subject 
matter will be developed from personal and/or given starting 
points. After two years of study, pupils will have produced a 
portfolio of work showing evidence of attainment. Supporting 
studies and a comprehensive sketchbook showing the 
development of ideas and research with an emphasis on the 
value of drawing must accompany the work. This portfolio will 
account for 60% of the qualification (120 marks). It is 
internally assessed and externally moderated through an 
exhibition of the candidate’s work. 

Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment 
This exam based assessment allows for six weeks of 
preparation and is taken mid-way through the second year of 
study. It is worth 40% of the qualification (80 marks) and the 
work is internally assessed and externally moderated through 
an exhibition of the candidate’s work 

 
Mrs. L Bateman, Head of Art 

Careers 

The subject is a requirement for careers that include those 
connected with fine art, history of art, photography, film 
and media, printmaking, fashion and textile design, 
graphic design, illustration, ceramics, interior design, 
sculpture, product design, advertising and any career that 
requires visual literacy. It is also strongly recommended 
for those intending to study architecture, as a portfolio 
will often be required when applying to university. 
Degrees can be obtained via art colleges and universities.  
Such courses require a high degree of artistic skill, the 
ability to work under pressure, and commitment.   
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Biology 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Biology for 
GCSE? 

Saving threatened species, feeding people, GM 
organisms, curing diseases…the twenty-first century 
offers many challenges to a biologist. The study of 
Biology gives the skills and opportunities to advance 
human knowledge and understanding in today’s 
world, in order to make a difference to tomorrow’s 
world. 

Whether you decide to work in a laboratory, a 
hospital, a field, an ocean, a zoo, a classroom, a TV 
studio or an industry (to name but a few), you can 
make a contribution as a bio scientist. A background 
in biology gives you transferable skills and increases 
your career options so that you can adapt to the 
world that is changing around you. 
 

What are the ideas behind the 
GCSE Biology Course? 

The Biology course aims to: 

 develop interest in, and enthusiasm for, Biology. 

 develop a critical approach to scientific evidence 
and methods. 

 acquire and apply skills, knowledge and 
understanding of how science works and its 
essential role in society 

 acquire scientific skills, knowledge and 
understanding necessary for progression to 
further learning. 

What does the GCSE Biology 
Course comprise? 

The WJEC Biology course comprises of two modules 
as outlined below:  

Module 1: 
CELLS, ORGAN SYSTEMS and ECOSYSTEMS 

• Cells and movement across membranes 
• Respiration and the respiratory system in 

humans 
• Digestion and the digestive system in humans 
• Circulatory system in humans 
• Plants and photosynthesis 
• Ecosystems, nutrient cycles and human 

impact on the environment 
 

Module 2: 
VARIATION, HOMEOSTASIS and 

MICRO-ORGANISMS 

• Classification and biodiversity 
• Cell division and stem cells 
• DNA and inheritance 
• Variation and evolution 
• Response and regulation 
• Kidneys and homeostasis 
• Micro-organisms and their applications 
• Disease, defence and treatment 

How is the GCSE Biology Course examined? 

Module 1 is assessed at the end of Year 10, whilst Module 2 is assessed at the end of Year 11. The modules are 
each worth 45% of the total marks, with the remaining 10% being made up from a practical assessment. Pupils 
are able to re-sit their first module once to attempt to improve on their overall mark and grade. 
 

How is the GCSE Biology Course taught? 

The GCSE Biology course has its foundation in current issues in the biological world and has an emphasis on 
understanding the fundamental concepts in order to apply them to a practical scenario. Much of the content is 
taught in a lively and enthusiastic manner, and a ‘passive’ approach to learning is discouraged.  Whenever 
possible, a practical style is adopted to allow pupils to observe biological ideas first hand.  Homework’s are mainly 
exercises designed to assess pupils’ understanding of previous covered topics, and extra help is always available 
where needed. 

Mr. D Cobb, Head of Biology 
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Business 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Business for 
GCSE? 

Those students wishing to study humanities subjects 
should consider Business because of the practical 
application it has to other subjects such as 
languages, Mathematics or Geography.  Business 
gives a practical insight into how society operates 
and is useful for those who wish to go into higher 
education and study Accountancy, Economics, Law 
or Management. It is beneficial to any student who 
wishes to work in commerce or become self-
employed.  

 

What will I study in a GCSE Business 
course? 

This GCSE specification introduces learners to the 
business world, empowering them to develop as 
commercially minded and enterprising individuals. 
Learners will have the opportunity to develop a wide 
range of skills, enabling them to use business 
information critically, to develop arguments, to make 
justified decisions and to prepare them for further study 
and career pathways.  

The focus of the specification is to introduce and nurture 
an enthusiasm for studying business in a range of 
contexts. Learners will appreciate how businesses 
operate in a dynamic and competitive environment and 
develop an understanding of the interdependent nature 
of business functions from a local to a global 
perspective. 

The content is presented in six clear and distinct  
topic areas:  

 
 Business activity  

 Influences on business  

 Business operations  

 Finance  

 Marketing  

 Human resources  
 

How will GCSE Business be taught?   

We will study according to the new WJEC 
specification, using a range of learning techniques 
and resources. Students will study real-world data 
and apply it in context as well as completing past 
papers in preparation for the exams at the end of 
Year 11.  
 

How is the course examined at GCSE? 

The subject content for GCSE Business will be 
assessed across two examination papers.  
 
Unit 1: Business World 
Written examination: 2 hours 
62.5% of qualification 
Total marks: 100 
 
Unit 2: Business Perceptions 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 mins 
37.5% of qualification 
Total marks: 60 
 
 

Miss. C Owen, Head of Business 
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Chemistry 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Chemistry for 
GCSE? 

Have you ever wondered where we get plastic?  Why 
is it so useful for so many different things?  Why are 
we surrounded by it all the time? What will happen 
when it runs out? What about diamond?  Why is it so 
hard, so sparkly, so rare?  Why is it that we can eat 
vinegar, an acid, but other acids, like sulfuric acid, 
would burn?  
 
GCSE Chemistry is an interesting and exciting subject, 
which will help you to learn more about the world 
around you, how and why things work.  It is a perfect 
blend of logic, practical application and learning 
about new innovations that are at the forefront of 
Scientific Study.  
 
GCSE Chemistry is also a requirement for many 
careers, particularly medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary science.  As well as these obvious links, 
Chemistry can help with careers in other fields such 
as law and accountancy. Remember, not all chemists 
wear white coats! 
 

How is GCSE Chemistry taught? 

You will be taught by a specialist Chemistry teacher 
who has both a wealth of knowledge and a passion 
for the subject.  You will have 6 lessons a fortnight, 
which will be a mixture of theoretical and practical 
tasks. You will also have access to a Chemistry clinic 
for extra help with concepts we have studied during 
lessons or extra help with homework.  Homework 
will be set weekly, which will involve past paper 
questions, practice of new skills and research tasks.  
 

How will GCSE Chemistry be 
examined? 

Unit Assessment When? 

1 Written examination  
(1 hr 45 mins): 45% of 
qualification 

June  
Year 10 

2 Written examination  
(1 hr 45 mins): 45% of 
qualification 

May  
Year 11 

3 Practical examination  
(two 1 hr papers): 10% 
of qualification 

January/February 
Year 11 

 

What will I study during my Chemistry GCSE course? 

 
Mrs. C Langford 

Head of Chemistry 

  

Unit 1: Chemical Substances, 
Reactions and Essential 

Resources 

Unit 2: Chemical Bonding, 
Application of Chemical Reactions 

and Organic Chemistry 

Unit 3: Practical Assessment 

 The nature of substances and 
chemical reactions 

 Atomic structure and the 
Periodic Table 

 Water 

 The ever changing earth 

 Rates of chemical change 

 Limestone 

 Bonding, structure and 
properties 

 Acids, bases and salts 

 Metals and their extraction 

 Chemical reactions and energy 

 Crude oil, fuels and organic 
chemistry 

 Reversible reactions, industrial  
processes and important 
chemicals 

This unit will be incorporated into 
teaching across the two years,  
focusing on practical skills and 
application, culminating in a 
practical examination in Year 11. 
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Computing 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Computing for 
GCSE? 

This course offers students the opportunity to gain an 
understanding of the way computers work, and to 
create and review computer programs for real-life 
purposes based on their own interests. It encourages 
them to create their own games, applications and other 
systems, rather than simply use those designed by 
others. 

The topics covered encourage pupils to explore how 
computers work and communicate in a variety of 
contexts. You will have ample opportunity to apply and 
consolidate your knowledge of computer programming 
by carrying out practical tasks that will develop your 
capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking, creativity 
and independence. You will develop the skills of design 
and evaluation, and you will test and problem-solve 
when errors occur in both your own systems and those 
of others. 

What will I do during my Computing 
GCSE course? 

There are three modules to be covered in the course: 

Year 10 

• You will gain a better understanding of programming 
by concentrating primarily on the Python 
programming language although other languages 
such as Visual Basic will also be studied. 

• Design, write, test and refine HTML pages using a set 
list of tags 

• Use common methods of defining algorithms, 
including pseudo-code and flowcharts 

• JAVA programming is also explored using a program 
called Greenfoot. 

Year 11 

• You will gain a better understanding of how 
computers function by looking at Computer 
Hardware in more detail.  

• You will also look at Boolean logic and logical 
operators. 

• An understanding of Networks is also gained. 

All computer work will be on Windows based 
applications, many of the applications used being freely 
available to students to work on at home. 
 

How will GCSE Computing be taught? 

The time will be equally divided between practical work 
on the computers and theory lessons looking into the 
concepts and ideas involved in Computing.  Homework 
will be based on written exercises, research and web 
based tasks, allowing students to develop their skills and 
knowledge of Computing systems. 
 

How will GCSE Computing be 
examined? 

Pupils will sit ONE written paper at the end of year 11.  
The Paper is 1.75 hours long and is worth 50% of the 
total marks. The remaining 50% is split into Unit 2: a 30% 
on screen assessment and Unit 3: a 20% controlled 
assessment based on computer programming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“You can build your own things that other 
people use. And once you learn that, you’ll 

never be the same again” 
Steve Jobs 

                   
Mr. P McMahon 

Head of Computing and I
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Design and Technology 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Design and 
Technology at GCSE? 
 

Design and Technology offers a unique opportunity 
in the curriculum for learners to identify and solve 
real problems by designing and making products or 
systems. Through studying GCSE Design and 
Technology, learners will be prepared to participate 
confidently and successfully in an increasingly 
technological world; and be aware of, and learn 
from, wider influences on design and technology, 
including historical, social/cultural, environmental 
and economic factors. 
 

What will I do during my Design and 
Technology course?  
 
Design and Technology is a practical subject which 
requires the application of knowledge and 
understanding when developing ideas, planning, 
producing products and evaluating them. The 
specification is separated into two units. The first 
unit is titled ‘Design and Technology in the 21st 

Century’. It is examined at the end of the course and 
carries a maximum of 50% of the final qualification 
awarded. 
 
This unit is designed to develop learners’ knowledge 
and understanding in design and technology and its 
impact on daily life. Learners should develop a broad 
understanding of materials, systems and processes. 
Learners need a breadth of technical knowledge and 
understanding in order to make effective choices in 
relation to the selection of materials, components 
and systems. They should consider emerging 
technologies, environmental issues and impacts on 
society. They should consider the needs of future 
generations as well as their own, and take a broad 
view of the impact of design and technology 
activities.  The design and manufacture of products 
depends upon material technology and the 
development and implementation of materials in 
products. Learners need to be aware of 

developments in materials technology and how 
these impact on the design and use of products.  

 

The second unit is titled ‘Core Skills’ and is the 
practical element of the Specification. It is 
undertaken as a 35-hour practical Controlled 
Assessment, with a weighting of 50% of the final 
qualification. The context and design brief are set by 
WJEC. 
 
This section is designed to develop learners’ 
understanding, application and skills when designing and 
making prototypes. It describes the activities learners 
are required to undertake as part of the sustained 
design and make activity which forms the non-exam 

assessment (NEA) in this qualification. 
 

How will GCSE Design and Technology 
be taught?       
 
The department aims to enable students to 
articulate and communicate their ideas and 
concepts in appropriate ways so that learning is an 
active process rather than simply the transmission 
and reception of ideas and information. Designing 
and Making is fundamental to the course and will 
constitute at least 50% of the timetabled lesson 
time, with assessed projects and tasks designed to 
help develop understanding and skills accordingly in 
preparation for the final assessed task.  
 

How will GCSE Design and Technology 
be examined?  
 
The specification followed will be that of the WJEC, 
Design and Technology. The practical coursework 
component constitutes 50% of the final assessment, 
with a 2 hour written exam forming the other 50%. 
The continual assessment of practical work, 
homework and internal tests will provide the 
information from which internal reports are written. 
 

Miss. R Hayes, Head of Design & Technology 



 

 

Rougemont School 15 GCSE Prospectus 2021/2022 

Drama 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Drama for 
GCSE? 

Drama should be studied by those looking for an 
outlet for creativity, either as a companion subject 
for other arts subjects, or to provide an indication to 
colleges and employers of a balanced education.  
GCSE Drama offers: 

 KNOWLEDGE of the conventions, skills and 
techniques of the theatre and of the 
development of one of the oldest forms of 
literary expression. 

 UNDERSTANDING of the world, yourself and 
others through depicting individuals and groups 
living in a variety of circumstances and through 
the study of a variety of playwrights. 

 SKILLS in communicating with others, speaking 
and moving confidently and presenting roles in 
performance. 

 ATTITUDES of co-operation with others in group 
activity, of sympathy for others in exploration of 
feelings and motivations, of confidence in 
yourself for the world beyond school.  

 OPPORTUNITY for a break from desk-based 
learning, for expressing yourself in movement 
and sound, for being creative in a range of 
media and for performance in a variety of 
theatrical situations. 

 

What will I do during my Drama 
GCSE course?    

Your aim will be to develop: 

 performing skills including movement and voice. 

 analysis of characterisation and themes within 
drama. 

 ancillary skills: directing, design, construction of 
sets, costume, lighting, make-up, video re- 
cording and sound. 

 critical skills through active involvement with the 
work of at least 3 different playwrights 

 new insights into yourself and understanding of 
others 

 an ability to work with others towards a 
common goal 

This will be done by working to devise and present 
pieces of theatre which will include scripted works, 
(both pre-twentieth century and contemporary), 
and improvised scenes on a given theme, situation 
or stimulus. 
 

How will GCSE Drama be taught? 

Knowledge will be gained through practical 
workshops and performances, study of plays, 
practitioners and designers, video presentations, 
theatre visits and group investigation.   

Lessons will be a combination of the theoretical with 
the practical.  Assessing and discussing practical 
work, both your own and that of others, will be an 
important part of the learning process. Group work 
is a key component of the Drama lessons. 

Homework may be written analysis, individual 
research for, or evaluation of, individual projects or 
group work. It may be learning lines or preparation 
for a practical presentation.  
 

How will GCSE Drama be 
examined?   
Unit One (DR1): Devised Practical Performance (40%) 
 

 Task One – Devising a Performance (A01, 30 
marks)  
Candidates will devise a practical performance 
based on a stimulus linked with a practitioner or 
genre. This must be supported with a portfolio 
of evidential research. (Max.900 words) 

 Task Two – Realising the devised work (A02, 15 
marks). 

 Candidates may choose either acting or a 
theatre design skill; Teachers record the work on 
DVD and send to WJEC. 

 Task Three –Evaluating. (AO4, 15 marks) 
Candidates will complete a written evaluation 
on the practical work they completed in task 
one, under formal supervision.  The report 
should include an evaluation of their role, 
contribution and final performance. All notes to 
be submitted along with final evaluation. (1 hour 
and 30 minutes to complete this final 
evaluation). 
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Unit Two (DR2): Performance from a Text (20%) External 
Assessment 60 marks 
 
Candidates will be assessed on either their acting or a 
theatre design skill, in two significant ten minute extracts 
from a published play.  Candidates to work in groups of 
between 2 to 4 members; No more than two additional 
design candidates per group, each working on a different 
skill; Externally assessed by a visiting examiner in March / 
April. 

Unit Three (DR3): Written examination (40%) Written 
paper 1½ hours 60 marks (AO3) 
 
In Section A, Candidates will be assessed on their ability 
to analyse one set text as an actor, designer and director 
(45 marks) In Section B they will also be asked to review 
any Theatre production they may have seen during the 
two-year course. (15 marks) 
 

Mrs L Nepean, Head of Drama 
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English Language 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why study English Language? 

The skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening are 
of vital importance in many areas, such as future 
careers, as well as underpinning successful study at all 
levels.  The English Department follows the WJEC 
syllabus as it will prepare pupils to make informed 
decisions about further learning opportunities and 
career choices and to use language to participate 
effectively in society and employment.  
  

How is the course taught? 

Pupils will be placed in a set according to their ability, at 
the start of Year 10.  They will be taught by one subject 
teacher.   

The course promotes an integrated approach to Oracy, 
reading and writing so that writing and Oracy work are 
stimulated by reading experiences.  

In terms of reading, pupils will be taught how to respond 
to, reflect upon and analyse a range of texts, both 
continuous and non-continuous.  With regard to writing, 
they will be taught how to write accurately and fluently, 
choosing content and adapting style and language to a 
wide range of forms, media, contexts, audiences and 
purposes.  

The Oracy component will teach pupils to present and 
listen to information and ideas; respond appropriately to 
the questions and views of others; make a range of 
effective contributions, using creative approaches to 
exploring questions, solving problems and developing 
ideas; participate in a range of real life contexts in and 
beyond the classroom, adapting talk to situation and 
audience and using standard English where appropriate.  
 

How is the course assessed? 

Different forms of assessment are appropriate to these 
different skills.  Reading and Writing are assessed 
through two externally marked units, whilst Speaking 
and Listening is assessed via two controlled 
assessments.   

UNIT 1: NON EXAMINATION ASSESSMENT:  
ORACY (20%) 
Task 1 – Individual Researched Presentation 
One individual, researched presentation, which may 

include responses to questions and feedback, on any 
aspect or aspects relating to one of the following WJEC 
set themes: 

1. Wales 
2. Leisure 
3. The World of Work 
4. The World of Science/Technology 
5. Citizenship  

Task 2 – Responding and interacting  
A group discussion to written and/or visual stimuli 
provided by the WJEC (released one week prior to the 
assessment) to initiate discussion. 

UNIT 2: EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  
Reading and Writing: Description, Narration and 
Exposition (40%) – 2 hours  
Section A (Reading: 20%) 
 Understanding at least one description, one narration 

and one exposition text, including continuous and 
non-continuous texts, assessed through a range of 
structured questions.   

 An editing task will also be included, focussing on 
understanding short texts at word, sentence and text 
level (2.5% of qualification total). 

Section B (Writing: 20%)  
 One writing task to be selected from a choice of two 

that could be either description, narration or 
exposition. 

 A proofreading task will also be included, focussing 
on writing accurately (2.5% of qualification total).   

Half the marks for this section will be awarded for 
communication and organisation and the other half for 
writing accurately. 

UNIT 3 EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT     
Reading and Writing: Argumentation, Persuasion 
and Instructional (40%) - 2 hours 
Section A (Reading: 20%) 
 Understanding of at least one argumentation, one 

persuasion and one instructional text, including 
continuous and non-continuous texts, assessed 
through a range of structured questions.   

Section B (Writing: 20%)  
 One compulsory argumentation writing task and one 

compulsory persuasion writing task. 
Half the marks for this section will be awarded for 
communication and organisation and the other half for 
writing accurately. 

Ms J Jones, Head of English 
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English Literature                             
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why study English Literature? 
 
The study of literature allows pupils to respond 
personally to a range of texts in the genres of prose, 
poetry, and drama.   The study of literature can 
greatly enhance a pupil’s writing skills, and the 
practice of these can lead to increased enjoyment 
of, and success in, reading. 

 

How is the course taught? 
 
Pupils will be taught how to become critical readers 
of fiction and non-fiction prose, poetry and drama. 
They will experience different times, cultures, 
viewpoints and situations as found in literary texts 
and explore how texts from different cultures and 
traditions may reflect or influence values, 
assumptions and sense of identity. Pupils will be 
taught how to connect ideas, themes and issues, 
drawing on a range of texts. In addition, they will 
be taught to understand that texts from the 
English, Welsh or Irish literary heritage have been 
influential and significant over time and explore 
their meaning today.  

 
How is the course assessed? 
 
Assessment is through controlled assessment and 
examination. There is some flexibility in the choice 
of texts to be studied.  
 

UNIT 1: Prose (different cultures) and poetry 
(contemporary) 
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT (35%) - 2 hrs 
Section A: INDIVIDUAL TEXTS IN CONTEXT (21%) 
Section A requires study of a prose text from a different 
culture. It will require candidates to answer two 
questions on the chosen prose text. The first question 
(part (a)) will require close reading of an extract. The 
second question will offer a choice of tasks (parts (b) and 
(c)) relating to the text as a whole. Candidates are not 
permitted to take copies of the set texts into the 
examination. 
Section B: COMPARATIVE STUDY (14%) 
Section B will consist of a question offering some 
structure for candidates to explore, respond to, and 
compare two contemporary unseen poems.  
 
UNIT 2a: Literary heritage drama and contemporary 
prose 
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT (40%) - 2 hrs 
INDIVIDUAL TEXTS IN CONTEXT 
This paper requires study of a drama text from the 
English/Irish/Welsh literary heritage and a contemporary 
prose text. It will require candidates to answer two 
questions on each text. In each case the first question 
(part (i)) will require close reading of an extract. The 
second question will offer a choice of tasks (parts (ii and 
(iii)) relating to the text as a whole. 
Candidates are not permitted to take copies of the set 
texts into the examination. 
 
UNIT 3: Poetry and drama  
NON EXAMINATION ASSESSMENT (25%) - up to 2 hrs per 
section  
Section A: Shakespeare 
Assessment will be based on a thematic essay question on 
a Shakespeare play (not Othello or Much Ado about 
Nothing).  The stipulated theme will be given by the 
WJEC. 
Section B: Welsh Writing in English 
Assessment will be based on a group of 15 thematically 
linked poems taken from the Library of Wales anthology 
Poetry 1900-2000: One Hundred Poets from Wales.   
The stipulated theme will be published by the WJEC.   

 
 

Ms. J Jones, Head of English 
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French 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study French for GCSE? 
You will, at this stage of your secondary education, 
have to make a decision about Modern Languages 
and look at the possibility of continuing with both 
French and Spanish or choosing one Modern 
Language only. We suggest you seek advice from 
your teachers of Languages, as well as ask yourself: 

 How useful might languages be for me in the 
future? 

 How good am I at languages? 

 How much do I enjoy them? 

If you approach the course with the right 
enthusiasm, you will find it enjoyable and rewarding 
as your confidence in the subject grows. French is a 
subject which combines very successfully with a 
variety of arts, science and humanities subjects at 
both AS, A level and beyond. It opens the door to a 
wide choice of careers in this country and also 
enables you to spend time working abroad in the 
context of a world of international organizations. 
So remember, knowing a language makes you stand 
out and opens many doors and Rougemont is the 
best place for you to take your language to another 
level!  
 

 

 

 
What topics will I study? 

The WJEC French course comprises of three broad 
themes, which are divided into sub-themes: 

How will GCSE French be taught? 
In years 10 and 11 you continue to practice the four skills 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. 
You will have 6 lessons per fortnight. The teaching will be 
based on interesting and familiar topics from which 
vocabulary and grammar will be gradually broadened and 
developed. 

Learning of vocabulary will now be of particular 
importance, as candidates do not have the use of 
dictionaries in exams.  

How will GCSE French be examined? 
The examination is divided into four parts, each testing 
the four skills, as follows: 
i) Listening and Responding, 25% of the final exam 

(with non-verbal responses and written answers in 
English and French) tests how well you can 
understand French when you hear it spoken. 

ii) Reading and Responding, 25% of the final exam (with 
non-verbal responses and written answers in English 
and French) tests how well you can understand 
French when you read it in texts. There will also be a 
translation from French into English. 

iii) The Speaking exam, 25% of the final exam, will last 7-
9 minutes for the Foundation Tier exam and 10-12 
minutes for the Higher Tier exam. The exam will be 
made up of: 

(a) A role play 
(b) A photo card 
(c) A general conversation 

iv)   The Writing exam, 25% of the final exam, will           
include a variety of written tasks including one           
translation from English into French.  

Will I travel to France as part of my 
course?  
Homestays in France are offered every other year. 

“C’est fantastique!”   
 
 
 
 
Madame S. Munro  

Head of French 

 

Identity and Culture Wales and the World –  
Identity and Interest 

Current and future study  
and employment 

Youth Culture 

▪ Self and relationships 

▪ Technology and social media 
Lifestyle  

▪ Health and fitness 

▪ Entertainment and leisure 
Customs and traditions 

▪ Food and drink 

▪ Festivals and celebrations 

Home and locality 

▪ Local areas of interest          

▪ Transport 
France and French-speaking countries 

▪ Local and regional features and 
characteristics 

▪ Holidays and tourism 
Global sustainability 

▪ Environment 

▪ Social issues 

Current studies 

▪ School/college life 

▪ School/college studies 
World of work 

▪ Work experience and part-
time jobs 

▪ Skills and personal qualities 
Jobs and future plans 

▪ Applying for work or study 

▪ Career plans 

“A different language is a different vision of life” 

F. Fellini, Film Director 
 

“We have a saying in our country:  

The more languages you know, the more is your worth 

as a person.” 

N. Djokovic, Tennis Player 
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Geography 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

You should study GCSE Geography if… 
 You have enjoyed studying Geography so far 

 You have a keen interest in understanding the 
world around you and its future 

 You are interested in current affairs 

 You enjoy using maps and hate getting lost 

 You wish to develop a wide range of skills  

 You wish to study a subject that crosses the 
divide between Science and the Arts 

 
 

What will I study in GCSE Geography? 
 You live in the world – why not find out more 

about the challenges and opportunities it offers, 
and how to get involved? 

 This subject looks at the issues that are facing 
people in all parts of the world today, and asks 
how they might affect you as a citizen of 
tomorrow’s world – and how you might be able 
to influence events. 

 Find out more about how people are using 
different environments, both your own and 
those in other parts of the world. 

 Investigate issues of sustainability – will the 
earth still able to provide us with all the 
resources we take for granted now? 

 Is global warning happening? How will it affect 
the Earth? 

 What causes natural disasters like floods, 
earthquakes and volcanoes? How can people 
cope with them? 

 

What other skills will I develop? 
 
Pupils will engage in a wide variety of learning 
activities in class and for homework. These include 
researching information from a wide variety of 
sources and present it in a variety of ways, both 
written and in diagrams and experience of 
manipulating data using statistics and ICT software 
such as databases, spreadsheets and graphics 
packages. 
 
Fieldwork will help pupils develop the skills of 
organising their own time, and working and co-
operating with others. They will also learn to review 
their own work and progress. 

 

How will GCSE Geography be 
examined? 
 
We follow the WJEC Geography GCSE course. This is 
a linear course with 3 units to complete: 

 

Unit Assessment 

Unit 1: Changing 
Physical and Human 
Landscapes 

Written 
examination: 1 
hour 30 minutes 
40% of qualification 

Unit 2: Environmental 
and Development 
Issues 

Written 
examination: 1 
hour 30 minutes 
40% of qualification 

Unit 3: Fieldwork 
Enquiry 

Non-examination 
assessment: 2 
hours 30 minutes 
20% of qualification 

 
 

Mrs. K Hughes, Head of Geography 
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History 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why study GCSE History? 
 
Are you enjoying History at Key Stage 3?  
 
If you are, you should think seriously about taking 
GCSE History.  Not only will GCSE History equip you 
with a range of highly valuable and transferable 
skills, you will be intrigued, fascinated and often 
moved by the topics covered. 
 
Through studying GCSE History you will gain not only 
an understanding of Wales’, Britain’s, Europe’s and 
the world’s recent past but also a much better 
understanding of the nature and politics of the 
world around us today. 
 
History GCSE is a demanding course that will involve 
a significant amount of written work but one that is 
also extremely rewarding.  It provides the 
opportunity to develop skills that will be valuable in 
many other subject areas at GCSE and beyond.  The 
ability to research topics, to analyse and organise 
information, to evaluate sources and to construct an 
argument and reach supported conclusions are all 
important aspects of the course.  These skills will 
enhance your learning and understanding across the 
curriculum and are valued greatly by both 
universities and employers. 
 

What will I study during my History 
GCSE course? 
 
The course followed will be WJEC’s GCSE History 

The course consists of 4 Units: 
Unit 1:  Depression, War and Recovery, 1930-1951 
Unit 2:  Germany in Transition, 1919-1939   
Unit 3:  The Development of Warfare, c.1250-present 

day 
Unit 4:  Non-Examined Assessment (Controlled 

Assessment)  

 
How will GCSE History be taught? 
 
A wide variety of teaching methods are used to ensure 
History lessons are always accessible, lively and 
stimulating. DVDs, PowerPoint, YouTube and a wealth of 
visual material is used and class discussion and problem-
solving exercises are central to most lessons. 

 
How will GCSE History be examined? 
 
Units 1 and 3 are examined at the end of Year 11.  
Unit 2 can be sat at the end of Year 10 and then re-
sat at the end of Year 11.  Each Unit is examined via 
a separate paper. Units 1 and 2 exams are 1 hour 
long and the Unit 3 exam is 1 hour 15 minutes.  Unit 
1 and 2 are worth 25% each, Unit 3 is worth 30% 
and Unit 4 is worth 20% of the final mark.  

                                 
 
 

Mr. M Jenkins, Head of History 
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Latin 
External Exam Board: OCR 

Why take a GCSE in Latin? 
 
If you’re reading this, you will probably have nearly 
completed three years’ study of Latin, and you will 
already have come across quite a lot of the grammar 
and vocabulary that you would need to know to 
take GCSE Latin.  You’ll also have come across quite 
a lot about Roman civilisation, through the 
‘background’ sections in the Cambridge Latin 
Course.  What you haven’t done as yet is to read 
some ‘real’ Latin:  that is, Latin written by Romans to 
be read by Romans.  Reading original Latin and 
understanding the world in which it was written is a 
very special experience.  You already know that lots 
of English words are derived from Latin, but only 
when you read original Latin literature can you 
begin to understand the tremendous influence that 
the Romans have had on our civilisation, even in the 
twenty-first century.  If you’re intellectually curious, 
particularly about language and civilisation, you’ll 
find plenty to interest you.   
 
By the way – universities and a lot of employers still 
like to see Latin on your list of qualifications.  There 
aren’t as many Latinists around today as there once 
were, but the respect for the subject is as strong as 
ever. 
 

What will we do? 
 
The first year of the course will be largely spent in 
completing your knowledge of essential Latin 
grammar, through the Cambridge Latin Course.  
Towards the end of that year, or early in Year 11, we 
shall begin to read the set texts.  These are extracts 
from Roman writers’ works, mostly collected in an 
anthology published by the exam board.  As we read 
the texts we shall talk about them and set them in 
context.  We shall also practise unseen translation 
and comprehension. 

What does the exam involve? 
 
There are three exam papers. All three exams will be 
taken in May of Year 11. The first paper is a 
language paper. This will account for 50% of the 
course. This will include comprehension and a 
translation passage (unseen translation that you 
have not seen before). There will also be a choice 
between a translation from English into Latin and a 
section in which you are asked to identify 
grammatical features. There is a defined list of 
grammar and vocabulary for learning, and you will 
be given the meanings in English of any words which 
were not in the vocabulary list.   
 
You will also be examined in Latin Literature, prose 
and/or poetry. These two exams will count for 25% 
each. You will study a minimum of 110 lines in each 
of the two literature components. Once upon a time 
this sort of Latin exam concentrated on rather dull 
accounts of battles.  There are still a few battles, but 
the range and subject-matter of the set texts is 
much more imaginative these days, encompassing 
family life, love, ship wrecks and travel, vice and 
virtue. 
 
There is no coursework for Latin GCSE, and no 
controlled assessment.   

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

Mrs. S Elson, Head of Latin 
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Mathematics 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Introduction 

Mathematics is a compulsory subject at GCSE. In the 
study of GCSE Mathematics we develop a feel for 
numbers and an ability to understand the 
significance of results obtained. You will learn the 
skills that will enable you to solve problems, to 
present solutions clearly and to check and interpret 
your results. The course will apply Mathematics to 
everyday situations as well as developing an 
understanding of mathematical principles and will 
develop the abilities to reason logically, to classify, 
to generalise and to prove. It will give the pupil a 
foundation appropriate to further study of 
Mathematics and other disciplines and provide the 
necessary qualification to allow entry into Higher 
Education or employment. 

What will I do during my Mathematics 
GCSE course? 

You will learn to use and apply Mathematics across 
the four main subject areas. These are number, 
algebra, geometry and statistics. 

In number, you will learn to estimate and 
approximate, to use fractions and percentages, to 
use a calculator, to work with ratios and understand 
the use of indices.  

Algebra will require you to recognise patterns and to 
use graphical and symbolic representation to 
express patterns and relationships. You will learn to 
manipulate formulae and solve different types of 
equations, including graphical solutions.  

Geometry will involve accurate measurement and 
drawing, the finding of perimeters, areas and 
volumes, the ability to recognise certain symmetries, 
to work with angles and understand and use 
bearings. The introduction of trigonometry will help 
in solving problems in both two and three 
dimensions.  

The study of statistics will give you the necessary 
skills to collect, present, analyse and interpret data 
effectively. 

 

 

 

How will GCSE Mathematics be taught?  

Mathematics will be taught with enthusiasm and 
vigor. Pupils must be prepared to take an active part 
in class discussion. Pupils will work with a range of 
resources i.e. text book, worksheets and past exam 
papers. Homework will be set each week, this will 
usually be comprised of two HegartyMaths tasks, 
but past examination papers will also be used, 
particularly towards the end of the course to 
consolidate learning and develop exam technique. 

Pupils will be expected to discuss written work and 
will be encouraged to use initiative in solving 
problems.  Calculators with trigonometric functions 
are essential and should be brought to all lessons. 
(Recommended calculator Casio fx-83GTX or Casio 
fx-85GTX). Rulers, compasses and a protractor 
should also be brought as they are regularly 
required. 

Pupils will be expected to supplement their learning 
by independently visiting their “HegartyMaths” 
account on a regular basis. Here they can revise 
topics, practice questions and prepare for class 
assessments. Their teacher will provide guidance 
into the most suitable materials available. 

How will GCSE Mathematics be 
examined?   

There are two GCSE qualifications; Mathematics and 
Mathematics Numeracy. Mathematics will focus on 
techniques, while the Numeracy will focus on 
applying math’s in everyday life. 

Pupils will be entered for either the Higher or 
Intermediate tier WJEC examination with the 
possibility of achieving grade A*- D or grade B – E 
respectively. 

Both GCSE qualifications consist of two written 
papers. Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes long in 
duration and the first paper is a non- calculator 
paper for both qualifications.  Both courses are 
linear with all four exam papers sat by the majority 
of pupils at the end of Year 11, resulting in each 
pupil achieving two Math’s GCSE grades at the end 
of the course.                     

Mr. A Richards, Head of Mathematics 
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Music 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Music for GCSE? 

You do not need to be thinking of a career in Music 
to include it in your choice of options. A GCSE in 
Music will show your future interviewers for higher 
education or employment that you have a 
broadness of mind, skill and intellectual capacity 
much wider than just your specialist area. It will also 
encourage you to listen to music with a deeper 
understanding, and teach you to use your ears 
critically to make informed options and judgements 
about whatever kind of music you listen to. 

What will I do during my Music  
GCSE course? 

Listening to music and learning about its history and 
development is important, and you will need to 
listen widely to all kinds of music during the course. 
Listening is only part of the work though. The life 
cycle of a piece of music has three stages: it 
originates with the composer, comes to life with the 
performer and is received by the listener. For GCSE 
you must acquire a measure of competence in each 
of these three areas: composing, performing and 
appraising. The composer must have a good 
knowledge of theory, the performer must be able to 
play or sing, and the listener must be able to 
evaluate the work of both composer and performer. 
Many people who say they listen to music really do 
little more than just hear it; for GCSE you will learn 
how to listen. 
 

How will GCSE Music be taught? 

This specification enables learners to develop knowledge 
and understanding of music through four interrelated 
areas of study: 

Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices 
Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble 
Area of study 3: Film Music 
Area of study 4: Popular Music 
 

How will GCSE Music be examined? 

The assessment comprises THREE units: 

Unit 1: Performing – total duration of performances 
4-6 mins (35% of qualification) 
Section A: Performing (30%) 
A minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an 
ensemble performance of at least one minute 
duration. The other piece(s) may be either solo 
and/or ensemble. One of the pieces performed 
must link to an area of study of the learner's choice. 
Section B: Programme Note (5%) 
A programme note for one of the pieces chosen for 
performance, linked to an area of study. 

Unit 2: Composing – total duration of compositions 3-6 
mins (35% of qualification)  
Section A: Composing (30%) 
Two compositions, one of which must be in 
response to a brief set by WJEC. Learners will 
choose one brief from a choice of four, each one 
linked to a different area of study. The briefs will be 
released during the first week of September in the 
academic year in which the assessment is to be 
taken. The second composition is a free composition 
for which learners set their own brief. 
Section B: Evaluating (5%) 
An evaluation of the piece composed in response to a 

brief set by WJEC. 

Unit 3: Appraising – written examination: 1hour 30% of 
qualification 
This unit is assessed via a listening examination. 
Eight questions in total, two on each of the four 
areas of study. 
Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices 
Prepared extract:  
Peer Gynt Suite No.1: Anitra’s Dance: Grieg 
Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble 
Area of study 3: Film Music 
Area of study 4: Popular Music 
Prepared extract:  
Everything Must go: Manic Street Preachers  
 

Mrs. K Benson-Dugdale, Head of Music 
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Physical Education 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study PE for GCSE? 

This WJEC GCSE specification in Physical Education will 
enable students to engage in a practical course, 
designed to encourage them to be inspired, motivated 
and challenged by sport. Students will acquire the 
knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop 
and maintain their performance in physical activities and 
understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-
being. They will also develop theoretical knowledge and 
understanding of the factors that underpin physical 
activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve 
performance. 
 

Want to become a Personal Trainer or Sports Coach?  
Think that physiotherapy or PE teaching might be a 
career choice for you? Want the knowledge to keep 
yourself fit, healthy and active for life? Find the human 
body fascinating? Want to learn how to train SMART, 
not just train harder? Or, do you just want to develop 
the knowledge to get better in the sport or activity you 
take part in? If so this is the course for you.  
 

What will I do during my PE GCSE 
course? 

There are two elements to the course; the theory and 
the practical. 
 

Unit 1: Is the theoretical unit and the subject content 
focuses on five key areas:  

1. Health, training and exercise  
2. Exercise physiology  
3. Movement analysis  
4. Psychology of sport and physical activity  
5. Socio-cultural issues in sport and physical activity 

 

Unit 2: Is the practical and coursework unit. Practically, 
learners will be assessed in three different practical 
activities in the role of performer in at least one 

individual sport, one team sport and one other team or 
individual sport.  
 

For the coursework learners must also choose one 
activity and design a personal fitness programme linked 
to that activity. The programme will help to improve 
fitness and performance and will be a minimum of 8 
weeks’ in duration. It must include evidence of the 
following:  

1. Self-analysis of current fitness level  
2. Recommendations to improve fitness and 

performance in the major activity  
3. A plan of the fitness programme  
4. Completion and monitoring the programme  
5. Evaluation of the programme  
6. Recommendations for improvements to personal 

performance in the major activity. 
 

How will GCSE PE be taught? 

Lessons will focus on the theoretical and coursework 
elements of the course. Games sessions, lunch time and 
after school clubs, and inter-school fixtures will provide 
opportunities for students to improve their practical 
skills and sporting performances. It is also recommended 
that individuals join local sports clubs to further enhance 
their skills, knowledge and performances.  
 

How will GCSE PE be examined? 

Unit 1: The introduction to physical education written 
examination is 2 hours long and is 50% of the 
qualification. Learners are assessed through a range of 
short and extended questions.  
Unit 2: The active participant in physical education is a 
non-exam assessment that makes up the other 50% of 
the qualification. Learners will be assessed in three 
different practical activities and in a piece of written 
coursework in which they design, carry out and produce 
written evidence of a personal fitness programme.   
 
 

Miss. K Marshall, Director of Sport
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Physics 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Physics for GCSE? 

Physics is intellectually stimulating and challenging. 
It provides the foundation for a wide range of career 
choices, covering such diverse occupations as 
radiographer, doctor, architect, engineer, surveyor, 
technician, technical writer, climatologist, 
ergonomist, research scientist, cosmologist and 
many more. It helps explain many everyday 
phenomena and is of practical value both in the 
home and work. It is the fundamental science.  

What will I do during my Physics GCSE 
course?  

The physics course aims: 

i) To stimulate and sustain an interest in, and 
enjoyment of, Physics and its applications. 

ii) To provide a suitable end point for those not 
intending studying Physics further and also for 
those who will undertake further studies or 
take up careers for which a physics background 
is relevant. 

iii) To develop an understanding of the processes 
of scientific methodology.  

iv) To provide a worthwhile experience for all. 
v) To develop an awareness of the social, 

economic and environmental implications of 
applied technology.                                                                                                       

 

Main areas of study follow on from the Unit1 
syllabus covered in Years 9 and 10. 

 
Unit 1: ELECTRICITY, ENERGY AND WAVES  
 (45% of the qualification) 

 Electrical circuits 

 Generating electricity 

 Making use of energy 

 Domestic electricity 

 Features of waves 

 The total internal reflection of 
waves 

 Seismic waves 

 Kinetic theory 

 Electromagnetism 
 
Unit 2: FORCES, SPACE AND RADIOACTIVITY  
 (45% of the qualification) 

 Distance, speed and acceleration 

 Newton’s laws 

 Work and energy 

 Further motion concepts 

 Stars and planets 

 The Universe 

 Types of radiation 

 Half-life 

 Nuclear decay and nuclear energy 
 
Unit 3: PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT  
 (10% of the qualification) 
 

 

How will GCSE Physics be taught?   

With enthusiasm!  A heuristic approach is used throughout. Practical work and a hands–on approach will be an 
essential ingredient. Emphasis is placed on the practical application of Physics in the real world. Homework’s are 
mainly exercises designed to assess understanding. Extra help is given where needed. The text books used are 
‘GCSE Physics’ and ‘Physics for You’.   

Continuous internal assessment for reports is based on tests, homework and practical work.  

      Mrs. J Goodwin, Head of Physics 
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Religious Studies 
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study Religious Studies 
for GCSE? 

▪ Investigate ultimate questions such as "why 
does evil exist?" and "what is the purpose of 
life?" 

▪ Study topics that explain the diversity of life and 
religion in the modern world 

▪ Improve philosophical thinking skills and the 
ability to think outside of the box 

▪ Understand contemporary ethical and religious 
issues such as medical ethics and religious 
fundamentalism 

▪ Develop communication skills and learn to 
clearly express your views and increase your 
self-confidence  

What will we study?  

Religious Studies GCSE follows two units, each worth 
50% of the final GCSE grade: 

Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes  
(Life and Death, Good and Evil, core beliefs and 
teachings of Christianity, core beliefs and teachings 
of Judaism). 

Unit 2: Religious and Ethical Themes  
(Relationships, Human Rights, further studies in 
Christianity, further studies in Judaism). 

Each unit will be studied from the perspectives of 
Christianity, Judaism and non-religious beliefs.  

How will GCSE Religious Studies be 
examined?  

 
One exam in Year 10: 
Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes  
 
One exam in Year 11: 
Unit 2:  Religious and Ethical Themes  
 
Each exam is 2 hours’ duration and each is worth 
50% of the GCSE. 
 
There is no coursework.                                                                                   
 

 
 

Mrs. L DeCruz, Head of Religious Studies 

  

The Russell Group of top universities has made 

it clear that Religious Studies provide 'suitable 
preparation for university'.  Oxford and 
Cambridge include this in their top level list of 
'Suitable Arts A’Levels’. 
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Spanish  
External Exam Board: WJEC 

Why should I study GCSE Spanish? 

It is currently estimated that around 500 million 
people worldwide speak Spanish, and that number 
is constantly increasing. Spanish is the second most 
spoken language in the world and is an official 
language of both the United Nations and the 
European Union. Choosing Spanish for GCSE is an 
unmissable opportunity to prepare our young adults 
for a successful future in an increasingly small world. 
It has been proven that many jobs today require a 
minimum of basic proficiency in a second language. 
In fact, bilingual employees often receive a larger 
salary than their monolingual counterparts. With 
Spanish becoming an ever more useful language, 
pursuing Spanish to GCSE is an evident choice. 

Whilst thinking ahead to future choices Spanish is a 
very well respected choice at university and can be 
combined with other languages or subjects. Not only 
would it give you the opportunity to progress into a 
wide range of careers but also provides the 
opportunity to travel to the many Spanish speaking 
countries.  
 

What will I do during my Spanish 
GCSE course? 

For GCSE Spanish you will be required to: 

▪ Communicate with others about different 
interests- Sport, Hobbies, friends, etc. 

▪ Read and respond to texts written in Spanish 
whilst demonstrating an understanding of the 
key points of the text. 

▪ Write in Spanish to communicate ideas relating 
to the topics covered and translation tasks. 

▪ Listen and respond to native speakers whilst 
demonstrating an understanding of the message 
that has been communicated. 

 
The Spanish department also runs a trip to Spain every 
other year which gives students the invaluable 
opportunity to stay with a Spanish family, experience 
the culture and study in Spain. 
 
 

Mr. W Price, Head of Spanish 
 

The topics covered include the following under the three 
main headings of Identity and Culture, Wales and the 
World – Identity and Interests, Current and Future Study 
and Employment: 

Youth Culture 
- Self and relationships 
- Technology and social Media 
Lifestyle  
- Health and fitness 
- Entertainment and leisure 
Customs and traditions 
- Food and drink 
-Festivals and celebrations  
Home and locality 
- Local areas of interest          
- Transport 
Spain and Spanish speaking countries 
- Local and regional features and characteristics 
- Holidays and tourism 
Global sustainability 
- Environment 
- Social issues 
Current study 
- School/ college life 
- School/ college studies 
World of work 
-Work experience and part-time jobs 
-Skills and personal qualities 
Jobs and future plans 
- Applying for work or study 
- Career plans 

How will GCSE Spanish be taught? 
Classwork covers the four language skills of Listening, 
Speaking, Reading and Writing, including 
grammatical analysis. Homework is then focused on 
reading and writing exercises to consolidate what 
has been learned in class with Vocabulary tests 
taking place on a regular basis.  

How will Spanish GCSE be examined? 
Unit 1: Speaking (25%) 
A conversation of 10-12 minutes for higher tier  
(7-9 foundation tier) involving: 
1 Role play 
2 Photo-card 
3 Conversation 
Unit 2: Listening (25%) 
Listening tasks with non-verbal and written responses.  
Unit 3: Reading (25%) 
Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses. 
There will also be a translation from Spanish into English. 
Unit 4: Writing (25%) 
Writing tasks including one translation from English into 
Spanish. 
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GCSE Exam Results  
 

 

Over one-third of all entries (35%) achieved A* grades (National 6%). Equal to our previous best!! 

92% achieved at least 5A* to C grades, including English and maths, *(national 52%). 

93% achieved A*- C grades (National 69%). 

Rougemont is, by choice, not a highly selective school yet these outstanding academic results show 
the high standard and quality of teaching at Rougemont. 

In terms of public examination results, Rougemont provides excellent ‘value-added’ which was 
highlighted in our most recent ESTYN Report. 

“Based on value-added measures, pupils’ performance exceeds expectations.” Estyn Report  
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