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CHRISTMAS
CAROL SERVICE

DUKE OF
EDINBURGH

HOUSE ROUND-UP

ART GALLERY

We take you behind the
scenes on the Music
department’s big day!

An end of year update on
our thriving DofE programme

Competitions, winners and
spring plans

We share our half termly art
gallery

WE WISH YOU A
MERRY
CHRISTMAS
As 2021 draws to a close, Headmaster Mr
Carnevale reflects on another successful year
at Rougemont.
2021 has been another unique year in our School’s
history and as Headmaster, I am extremely proud that
Rougemont has continued to flourish and lead the
way in education during such unpredictable times.
To the staff at Rougemont, thank you for your
dedication in ensuring our pupils thrive in such a
positive environment. To the pupils, I commend you
on another year of outstanding commitment to your
education and the tremendous resilience shown
during such challenging times. And to all parents,
thank you once again for your continued support.
All that remains for me to say is I wish you all a very
Merry Christmas with best wishes for a healthy, happy
New Year.
We look forward to seeing you all on 5th January
2022.
Mr R Carnevale | Headmaster
ISSUE 74 | rougemontschool.co.uk
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SCHOOL VISION

Exciting plans to develop Rougemont and ensure we remain the leading independent school in Wales.

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2022
The Senior Management Team shares an update on behalf of the Board of Governors.
As we say goodbye to 2021 and look forward to a New
Year, I would like to draw your attention to some
exciting updates that were agreed at our recent
Governors’ Board Meeting.
1.

Site Infrastructure Plan

As we continue to improve facilities on the School site, I
am pleased to announce the following development
plans that have been agreed. These include:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Replacement of the Astroturf planned for the
summer holidays, ready for completion in September
2022.
Completion of the Road Infrastructure at the rear of
the Refectory and Auditorium. This will be essential
to our ongoing plans to improve car parking and
traffic flow around the School.
Upgrading CCTV cameras around the School.
Upgrading external lighting around the site.
Upgrading to a new telephone system.
Upgrading the IT infrastructure for the educational
benefit of our pupils.
Creation of additional play spaces for pupils ready
for the 2022/23 academic year.

In addition to the above, the School also has further
plans in place to continue to develop the site
infrastructure over the next few years as we continue to
meet the ongoing needs of our pupils.

provision within the School, a curriculum review group
has been established to help steer the curriculum for the
future across all areas of the School.
We remain fully committed to maintaining our flagship
class sizes and the unique family feel that we pride
ourselves on at Rougemont.
3. Traffic Flow
We fully appreciate the problems around traffic flow in
the School at pick-up and drop-off times. In addition to
work to extend the road and car parking facilities, a
Traffic Management Group has been established in the
School with advice being provided by a highway
specialist to provide a solution to the current problems.
A range of issues are being assessed and we are also
keen to hear the views of our parents who have firsthand experience of the problems. A parental survey will
be sent out straight after the Christmas break to canvas
views.
A plan will be presented to the Spring Governors’ Board
Meeting which will then be implemented as soon as
possible. We will provide further updates throughout
2022 but please be assured we recognise the
inconvenience to you and are determined to find an
acceptable solution in the near future.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you and your
families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

2. Curriculum Review
As we continue to enhance our ongoing teaching
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Senior Management Team:
Headmaster; Mrs Pritchard; Mrs Archer; Mr Knight
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BEHIND THE SCENES!

CHRISTMAS CAROLS

SENIOR CHRISTMAS
CAROL SERVICE 2021
Our annual Christmas Carol Service was shared virtually
with our School community on Tuesday 14th December.
Filmed in the beautiful setting of Newport Cathedral, this
year’s Carol Service was a virtual concert with
outstanding musical performance together with the
traditional nine lessons.
Watch the film here which we hope brings Christmas joy
to your home this December!
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BEHIND THE SCENES
Fun at the Cathedral as we filmed this year’s Carol Service

Newport
Cathedral was
a beautiful
setting for our
Carol Service.

It’s a thumb up
from Harry H as
filming gets
going.

Mr Dobbins &
Mr Steele on
sound and
clapper board
duty!
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BEHIND THE SCENES
Fun at the Cathedral as we filmed this year’s Carol Service

Mrs Evans
leads her
Woodwind
Ensemble.

Time for lunch!

All smiles as the
Flute Quartet
perform ‘Joy to
the World’.
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BEHIND THE SCENES
Fun at the Cathedral as we filmed this year’s Carol Service

Xav & Henry
prepare for the
choir
performance.

Mr Rees leads
the Brass
Ensemble as
they play ‘Away
in a Manger’.

Mrs Davies does
a final sound
check with the
Vocal Trio.
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ROUGEMONT HOUSES

Which House are you in?

HOUSE EVENTS ACROSS THE SCHOOL
House is core part of School life across Juniors and Seniors so here’s a round-up of competitions and winners

It’s been an incredible term for House events in
Seniors. From House Cross Country to House
Pumpkins, House Hockey to House Music – there’s
been something for everyone to participate in!

House Music Winners ~
KS3 Vocal Solo: Emily, CARADOG
KS4/5 Vocal Solo: Ishita, DYFRIG

Take a look at the House Hockey and Rubgy results
on the following pages, including some images from
the matches.

KS3 Instrumental Solo: Ben, GWYNOG
KS4/5 Instrumental Solo: Lara, GWYNOG

I’m delighted to share some stills from our virtual
House Music competition last week. Wonderful
submissions from our talented musicians!

Piano Grades 1 – 4: Nandinee, DYFRIG
Piano Grades 5-8: Harrison, GWYNOG

And the winner of House Music is…

Ensemble: CARADOG

Mrs Elms | Head of Senior House
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HOUSE MUSIC: SENIORS
A fantastic showcase of musical talent across Seniors

Stunning vocal
performances
from our Senior
pupils.

The band
section is
always the
pupils’
favourite!

Well done to
everyone who
submitted
videos to
compete for
their Houses!
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HOUSE HOCKEY
Seniors got competitive as they fought it out for House Hockey!

Year 7:
1st – Dyfrig

2nd – Gwynog
3rd - Caradog
Year 8:
1st – Dyfrig
2nd – Gwynog
3rd - Caradog

Year 9:
1st – Dyfrig
2nd – Caradog
3rd – Gwynog
Year 10:
1st – Dyfrig
2nd – Gwynog
3rd - Caradog

Senior Team:

1st – Gwynog
2nd – Dyfrig
3rd - Caradog
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HOUSE RUGBY & CHRISTMAS CARD
More House competitions to round off the year!

Year 7 look somewhat
muddy after House
Rugby!
Congratulations to
DYFRIG who won Year
7 House Rugby.

Congratulations to
the Year 8 winners:
GWYNOG!

Year 9 winners:
GWYNOG!
Year 10 winners:
CARADOG

A wonderful
selection of
entries to the
House
Christmas Card
competition.
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FLYING HIGH

The paper plane challenge is the House highlight of the year!

JUNIOR HOUSE PAPER
PLANE CHALLENGE
Pupils’ favourite House Paper Plane Challenge makes a welcome return to Juniors!
Pupils’ perennial favourite, the House Paper Plane
Challenge made a welcome return to the Prep School
this autumn.

for their fellow House members!

Years 3 and 4 completed their challenge earlier in the
term with Years 5 and 6 having their turn last week.

Results:
Year 3 & 4 winners ~ Gwynog
Year 5 & 6 winners ~ Caradog
Overall winners ~ Caradog

Hosted in the Sports Hall, this House event is most
certainly the noisiest (!) and most hotly contested of all
House events in the Prep with pupils cheering support

So far, Gwynog has won House Cross Country, Dyfrig
has won House Quiz and Caradog has won House
Paper Planes! One each…the competition is ON!
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JUNIOR HOUSE QUIZ
Juniors ended the autumn term with another favourite – HOUSE QUIZ! Click here for the FULL GALLERY

Supporters
cheered for
their House
whilst Year 6
enjoyed on
stage
shenanigans!

Mr Rowlands
couldn’t hide
from the
squirter!
Congratulations
to DYFRIG!

A wonderful
event for all
Junior pupils to
enjoy!
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MATHS STARS!

Our Junior Math stars proudly show their PMC certificates!

THE PRIMARY MATHS
CHALLENGE
The pupils in Years 5 and 6 have been working on their problem solving skills in preparation for The Primary Maths
Challenge.
The Primary Mathematics Challenge is a fun and
exciting mathematical challenge aimed at pupils in
Years 5 and 6 in England and Wales. The PMC is not
designed to be just be another test in the school year.
The PMC encourages enthusiasm, boosts confidence
in maths and shows the different way questions can be
asked. At Rougemont, we believe in the importance of
problem solving as a means of helping pupils develop
their reasoning skills.
The PMC is designed to make pupils think outside the
box. The questions asked are not necessarily subjects
that have been covered in the curriculum by this time
but the questions can create a great starting point and
lead to discussions later in the year. The questions are
not heavily reliant on formal mathematical knowledge,
but can be solved by logical reasoning.
The PMC paper has 25 questions. 20 of these are
multiple choice. The questions are graded; starting
with easy ones and graduating to harder questions.
The final five require an answer where you must work
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out the exact answer.
We have had excellent results this year, with Gwilym,
Katie-May, Sana and Aarya all gaining Gold Awards.
Special mention to Harrison in Year 5 for gaining a
Bronze Award. The photograph of all our Gold, Silver
and Bronze Award winners, showcases the
mathematical talent we currently have in our Upper
Junior ranks. We look forward to finding out in the New
Year if any of our mathematicians have qualified for the
Bonus Round in February.
Congratulations to everyone who sat the paper. I was
encouraged to see that 85% of the pupils who
attempted the PMC managed a double figure score!
Here are a few questions for you to get those brains
working over the Christmas break. Good luck!
Mr Pritchard | Prep School Maths
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HAVE A GO!
Here are some of the Primary Maths Challenge questions. How many can you answer?
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PUPILS STRIDE AHEAD

The DofE programme at Rougemont is growing year on year

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
AWARD SCHEME
Miss Hayes, DofE Programme lead at Rougemont shares an update with us on the Schools’ thriving DofE programme
The DofE award is open to 14-24 year olds and gives
participants the opportunity to discover new interests
and talents, develop essential skills for life and work
and give something back to the community. The DofE
Award is a recognised mark of achievement, respected
by employers.
Despite the challenges of the pandemic, we are
immensely proud of the dedication, effort and
achievement of the DofE participants at Rougemont.
Young people from Rougemont School dedicated 338
hours to volunteering between April 2020 and March

2021, with a social value of £1537.90.
The DofE Award at Rougemont is more popular than
ever. We have a record number of Bronze and Silver
participants with 84% of Year 10 and 11 pupils taking
part. That means that every week, 123 students are
volunteering in their local communities.
Here is just a snapshot of some of the great work that
is being done:

APPEAL TO PARENTS & FRIENDS OF ROUGEMONT
Could you help our growing DofE programme?
A major part of the DofE award is the expedition. All participants are trained over the course of their DofE
programme in navigation and camping skills and they take part in a practice expedition followed by a qualifying
expedition. At Rougemont, we keep the costs to participants as low as possible by relying on volunteers to help
train the pupils and supervise the expeditions. Volunteer roles could include training pupils in navigation, camp craft
and first aid, or helping out on the expeditions. If you are interested in helping out with the DofE programme at
Rougemont we would love to hear from you. We are particularly in need of volunteers that have a mountain leader
qualification such as Mountain Leader (ML) or Hill and Moorland Leader (HML). If you can help, please email Miss
Hayes at rebecca.hayes@rsch.co.uk
Rebecca Hayes
DofE Manager
ISSUE 74 | rougemontschool.co.uk
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
A snapshot of some of the amazing volunteer work carried out by our pupils

Sree (Year 11) is
helping younger
children at
Rougemont to
learn coding and
computing.

Helen (Year 11) is
volunteering at a youth club
for children to help build a
better relationship with the
police. She helps to run
sports and craft activities
and takes them to sport
events. At the Dragons vs
Leinster rugby they were
guard of honour.

Sophie (Year 11) is
volunteering at
Monmouthshire
Upcycle in
Chepstow. These
are before and after
pictures of her
amazing tidying
skills.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
A snapshot of some of the amazing volunteer work carried out by our pupils

Llewelyn (Year 10) has
been litter picking in
Llantarnam. He has
found it is actually quite
enjoyable picking litter
because you pick up all
sorts of strange and
incredible litter whilst
having some interesting
conversations with the
residents!

Jakob (Year 10) is
working at All
Creatures Great and
Small animal rescue
centre to help the
animals in the centre
find families and
ensure they are clean
and healthy whilst at
the centre.

“Laith offered to help me when he noticed me struggling to manage
my overgrown, unkempt garden. I have always taken pride in my
garden but I have been really struggling to maintain it as my mobility
has become difficult. I have no family so Laith has been a real help.
He spent all day clearing all of the weeds, mowing the lawn and
planting flowers for me. He has maintained it throughout the year for
me without me asking.
As well as gardening he has brought me meals, brought me food
shopping and helps me when I need to do things on the internet.
He's even brought me a meal when he has been out for food with his
friends. He also helps me to clean my house weekly. He's such a
thoughtful person, very reliable and thinks of others before himself.
His support has made a big difference to my life.”

ISSUE 74 | rougemontschool.co.uk

Laith (Year 11) has
been volunteering
for an elderly
neighbour and
when Miss Hayes
received this
glowing feedback,
we just had to
share it!
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IT STARS

L: Berin (Y4) proudly shows his ‘Best in School’ award; R: Gwilym & Lily (Y6) with their Gold awards

BEBRAS CHALLENGE RESULTS
Pupils from Year 4 upwards scored exceptionally well on the recent Bebras Challenge
A huge well done to all pupils who participated in our
Bebras challenge. A huge well done to the gold award
winners Gwilym and Lily who have managed to get
through to the next stage and will take part in the
OCCU challenge next year alongside their mentors in
the Senior School.
A huge well done to the following pupils in the Seniors
who achieved outstanding scores in the challenge and
now move forward to the OCCU challenge:

ISSUE 74 | rougemontschool.co.uk

Year 7: Oluwabunmda, Beatrice, Theodore, Cameron,
Emily, Hadi, Victoria, Tarran
Year 8: Abigail, Sophie, Nandinee, Eloise, Simran
Year 9: Jack, Albie, Harrison
Year 10: Luke
Year 11: Tyler
Year 12: Dylan
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TENNER CHALLENGE
Budding entrepreneurs in Year 9 participate in the Young Enterprise ‘Tenner Challenge’

Prep pupils
enjoyed being
the ‘customers’
for the Senior
entrepreneurs
who created
their own minibusinesses
from £10.

An array of
Christmas
goods and
treats were on
sale which the
Prep pupils
thoroughly
enjoyed!

Year 9
entrepreneurs sell
snack before the
Year 7 film
afternoon!
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GOOD TRY!

Charlie scores the first of two tries against Neath Port Talbot in the semi-final

WALES U18 SQUAD
FOR CHARLIE
Sixth Former Charlie has scored a place in the Wales U18 Rugby squad.
Talented rugby player Charlie has achieved a wellearned place on the Wales U18 development rugby
squad.
Charlie, who is studying Biology, Film Studies and PE
at A Level, plays for the Dragons U18 Academy as well
as Newport High in the Welsh Schools and Colleges
League.

now head to the final at the Principality Stadium after
wiinning 47-14 against Neath Port Talbot in the semifinal where Charlie scored two tries. It is from this
game that Charlie was 1 of 6 players in his regional
year group to be selected for the Wales U18 team and
development camp.
Well done, Charlie! And good luck for the final!

As a back row No. 8 for Newport High, the team will
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PREP RUGBY
Our Prep pupils have thoroughly enjoyed Rugby this term.

This term
marked the first
time for Year 3
to learn the
principles of
rugby.

Together with
Year 4, they
have really
enjoyed their
training during
games.

Years 3 & 4 have
also enjoyed
playing their
first ever rugby
fixtures this
term, too.
Well done, boys!
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CHRISTMAS ACROSS THE PREP
Prep pupils have been enjoying a variety of Christmas craft and curriculum activities this past week.

Reception
pupils took a
ride on the
‘Rougemont
Polar Express’!

Hot cocoa,
popcorn and
Christmas pjs is
the only way to
watch
Christmas films!

Year 2 used
their STEAM
skills to create a
Christmas tree
with numicon.
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CHRISTMAS ACROSS THE PREP
Prep pupils have been enjoying a variety of Christmas craft and curriculum activities this past week.

Year 2 pupils
loved making
hot chocolate
as they prepare
to perfect their
instructional
writing skills.

Wonderful
Christmas craft
in Year 4!

Before heading
to the Christmas
disco!
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CHRISTMAS ACROSS THE PREP
Prep pupils have been enjoying a variety of Christmas craft and curriculum activities this past week.

A true school for life
moment as Year 6
STEAM
ambassadors, ICT
captains, Infant
Liaisons &Creative
captains helped with
a variety of different
activities in Infants.

From ‘melting
snowmen biscuits’
combining science
and cooking in
Reception, to
creating and coding a
winter wonderland in
Year 2!

Year 3 made
unique
Christmas trees
out of books!
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CHRISTMAS ACROSS THE PREP
Prep pupils have been enjoying a variety of Christmas craft and curriculum activities this past week.

Upper Juniors
enjoyed a
Christmas craft
day!

Making their
own recyclable
wrapping paper
and gift tags.

Beautiful
Christmas paper
– well done,
everyone!
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CHRISTMAS IN NURSERY
Rougemont Nursery is a magical place at Christmastime!

Caterpillars
make tracks in
the snow and
make their own
‘Christmas
dinner’!

Learning about
the Nativity and
working in
Santa’s Toy
Workshop!

Caterpillars
make the best
Christmas
decorations!
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CHRISTMAS IN NURSERY
Rougemont Nursery is a magical place at Christmastime!

Ready for
Christmas
lunch with
Infants!

Mrs Forouzan
reads the BEST
stories. Here
she is reading
‘Twas the Night
Before
Christmas’.

Merry
Christmas!
From everyone
in Rougemont
Nursery!
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YEAR 7 ART GALLERY
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YEAR 8 ART GALLERY
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YEAR 8 ART GALLERY
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YEAR 8 ART GALLERY

YEAR 9 ART GALLERY
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YEAR 9 ART GALLERY
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YEAR 9 ART FESTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY
Click here to view the full gallery
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